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To che Moſt High, Puiſlant, 


and Noble Prince, 
WuxrIioTHESLY Russkl, 


Duke and Earl of Bedford, _ 

Marquis of Taviſtote, Ba- 
ron Þ el of Thornbaugh, 
and Baron Howlaud of 


Streatham. 


2 it 1 fe your Grace, 


COOLS — 0 ct mit begin who 


ON . 8 Naser Charader, 
> to lay this Short 
Re Narraizve of the 
former Conduct of 
the French Court both in Peace 
and War (a ſeaſonable Memento 
to 


* 8 


D* E DI ca T I oN. 
to our pr ſent A ge) at the Feet df 


; 1 One, whoſe Deſcent from A, long 


Anceſtry of worthy Patriots in- 


ſpires him with an Emulation of 


their Glory; whoſe large and o- 


pulent Fortune gives him the 
Freedom of acting, by ſetting 
him above all ſordid Allurements; 
and whole generous and unbound- 
ed Spirit reaches him to employ 
that Fortune to the beſt. of Pur- 


poſes, the Promotion of his Coun- 


try's and his fellow Creature's 
- Welfare. | 


strong are the Aſſurances of 
Friendſhip and Fidelity, which a 
neighbouring Na ion is inceſſantly 
giving us; but, how much ſoever 


we may truſt to Treaties and Al- 


Hances,it may not misbecome eve- - 
ry true Lover of his Country to 
have a watchful Eye on the Con- 


duct of a People, who have been 


long accuſtom d to live in Hoſtilt: 
sies, and to look upon EN GL ANR 


as the ſole Impediment of their 
grow- 


N 


growing Power; who cannot but 
reſent the Dedition of their Ter- 
ritories abroad, the Demolition 
of their favourite Port at home, 
and our preſent Remonſirances 
againſt the c/ande/?ine Reparati- 
ons of it; who feel to this Day, 

a ſecret. Smart and Anguiſh | in the 
frequent Defeats given to their 
Arms by our ſuperior Strength, 

under the. auſpicious Conduct of 
our victoribus General; and (What 
is a peculiar Call to our Vi 81- 

lance) who, notwithſtanding theſe 
Defeats, . have recover'd them- 
ſelves ſo ſuddenly, and by their 
Dexterity in Negotiations. repair'd 
all their Diſadyantages 1 in War. 
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Duris ui Ile tonſa bipennibus 
Nigræ feraci frondis in Algido, 
Per damna, per cædeis ab ipſo 
Dow's pes animumquè „ 
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With this view it is, 1 My My Lord; a 
that I publiſh theſe Memorrs, and 
were their Compoſition anſwera- 
ble to their Deſign, I might pro- 
miſe myſelf the An ated 
of every True Briton. _ Under 
Your Lordſhip's Patronage howe- 
ver I hope to. eſcape their Cen- 
ſure, for attempting to do this 
Service to my Country, which 
was the only Ways I had, of 5 | 
Proving adit 
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HE N this Hiſtory commenc'd, 
tainly it was high time to think of 
RS making the Miniſters of France bet- 
ter Chriſtians; for tis apparent they 

had taken up the Principle of the 


common Enemy of Chriſtendom, and to make his 
Maxims, the Rules and Meaſure of their Pro- 


ceedings, viz, Abſolute Power at bome, and Uni- 
verſal Empire abroad, was their Aim, as well as 
the Turks. And ſeeing that by ſuch Actions all 


the Duties of Chriſtianity were laid in the Duſt, 


it would be hard to determine under which of 


the two, Chriſtendom would obtain faireſt Quar- 
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ter, after an abſoliite Conqueſt ; for the” ny 


be Owner of the better Faith, yet the other keep 


Faith better ; | becauſe | all Travellers agree that 
the T urks. count it en to, ke * eit Word 
Pee c ſeems, "France 1 may E. 7715 thing Reg- 


nandi Cai, as we ſhall ſhew by and by, when 


we come to tell how little Value is made of Pro- 
£ miſes, Obligations, Alliances, and Sacraments. In 


* 


theſe Things they exceed the Grand Signior; but 
in Matter and Extent of ahſolutir Dominion, they 
are his Rivals; and, aſpiring to foreſtall him in 


his Deſign upon Europe, they affect to become 
ſole Maſters of a Weſtern, as he is of the Eaſtern 
Empire. And why not? Why ſhould not Lewis 


the XIV. have had i it, as his Predeceſſor Charle- 
main had it heretofore? His great Miniſters and 


Officers, both Ciuil and Military, ſay, they have 


ample Territories, and very Populous, and a 


molt numerous Nobility, and Gentry ; as much 
Courage as their Anceſtors, with the Advantage 
of being train'd up either by Actions of War, 

or warlike Exerciſes, together with the Situa- 


tion of their Country, and the Opportunity they 


thence have of Invading their N ehbeuts, pen 
all Occaſions. 

The Fruitfulneſs and Riches of the Soil, the 
prodigious Quantity of all Sorts of Commodities, 
Manufactures, and otherways, whereby they 


ſupply, neighbouring Countries, and withal, the 


vaſt Revenues of their Kings who have govern'd 
of late, without Check or Controul, do all con 
ſpire to give them Advantage and Opportunity 
of oppreſſing other States or Princes. They 
boaſt how Charles the VIII frighted all other 
Potentates by the ſurprizing Conqueſt of the 
Kingdom of Naples, 3 how they contended = 
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8 8 1 3 . 
the Auſtrian Family, when it had been rais'd on 
a fudden to a wondrous Grandeur, by the Ac- 
ceſſion of innumerable Provinces, united in the 
Perſon of Charles the V.; and how their King 
Francis the I. had like to have carry'd from him 
the Imperial Crown, and to that Purpoſe had en- 
gag*d ſeveral of the Electors: But they forget 
to tell us, that when he had miſs'd it, (then to 
be revenged on the Emperor, and the other 
Chriſtian Princes) he was the Firſt, who taught 
the French Kings the moſt Chriſtian Trick of 
making Leagues with the Turks ; for ſo he did 
with Solyman the Magnificent, as you have it in 
my Lord Herbert's Hiſtory of our Henry the VIII. 
and 13 God proſper*d' im: For the? tie 
had ſeveral” Times the Turks Aſſiſtance to carrx 
on his revengful Deſigns, to the Hazard of all 
Chriftendom, yet at laſt he was forced to yeild 
to the victorious Arms of that Emperor Charles, 
who took him Priſoner, and made him buy his 
Peace at an extraordinary Rate. But yet his Son 
Henry the II. had better Succeſs, and would have 
extended his Dominions very far, had he not 
been prevented by a ſudden, unfortunate Death, 
as did alſo his Succeſſor Henry the IN * 

Then came on his Succeſſor / Henry the IV. 
and of him they boaſt that he ſubdued Monſters 

of Factions at home, and afterwards reviv'd that 
monſtrous Deſign of Graſping all abroad; that 
having made good his Title to the Crown by 
the Succeſs of his Arms, he bent all his Thoughts 
upon a Project, vaſt in its Extent, as extraor- 
dinary in the Nature of it; intending no leſs 
than to caſt Europe into a new Model, and re- 
duce all the Kingdoms, and Commonwealths, 
that were in his Time, to a certain Number, 
and to bring them into ſuch Bounds as he ſhould 
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of Auſtria was very near brin 
_ undef. their Subj ection, and 


Prague, ſtood fair to carry away Univerſal Em- 


4 Remarks on the Proceedings 


think fit to preſcribe io them, reſerving. to him- 


ſelf a Portion ſo conſiderable, as to have enabled 


4 or N N his Succeſſors, to accompliſh 
al Monarchy, which had been firſt 


eng by his Predeceſſor Francis. To this ef- 


fect, he had made Choice of his Generals, and 


other great Officers, furniſh'd his Arcenals with 
mighty. Stores of Arms, and collected n 
gious Sums of Money into his Treaſury, and 

then all came to nothing, by a ſudden un- 


expected Stroke, which was given him by the 


Hand of Ravalliac 


A e Son Zew de Nit, eg 


: by reaſon. of ſome Domeſtick Broils, and Civil 


Wars, he was not at leiſure to carry on the Pro- 


9 — his Predeceſſors) by employing to that 


urpoſe the great Armory, and Wealth, which 
his Father provided, he had, nevertheleſs, an 
Eye 8 it; and C ardinal Richtlieu, with 
the reſt of his Min iſters, finding that the Houſe 
ng all Germany 
4 7 the Battle of 


(the Darling of France) they haſtened, 


Wich what Speed they could, to put an End to 


Crd Diſſentions, which when they had done, 
courted by divers Princes for Aſſiſtance 

and Aer n againſt the growing Power of the 
Auſtrian F Ra "ae and were glad of the Oppor- 
unity reckoning, that under a Shew of aſſiſting 
weak Princes, they at length might take occaſion 
to ſhare, with them their Principalities, and by | 
that Means vaſtly increaſe their own Power: By 
which they ſupdu'd nem Provinces, and conſi- 
dera ble Towns in Spain, Iiah, Germany, and 
the Low Countries which at laſt made the Princes 
as * enen ol Nn, as ag had.been be- 
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e the Fuxenca Cover, . A 


Fore of the Auſtrian Family fo that to 
further Miſchief, they were content to fit down 
with their Loſſes, rather than truſt their French 
Alliances any longer, which occaſion'd that great 
Treaty held at Munſter, which ended in a Be- 
neral Peace, Anno Dom, 1648. 

Before I proceed any farther, I wou'd crave 
Looks of the Reader to draw an Obſervation 
or two of what has been hitherto ſaid, ' viz. 
Firſt,, That had not France had a marvellous 
Wit, Courage, and Fortune, it could never 
have borne its Head above Water, in the midſt 
of ſo many Waves and Tempeſts of Diſcord, 
and Rebellion, as were rais'd during the Reigns 
of the foremention*d Kings, and yet continu'd 
in a Condition to maintain itſelf, and likewiſe 
bid fair againſt its een Rival, yer en 
Dominion. 1 
- Secondly, That in all Ages, 


as ſoot as their 


_ -inteſtine Troubles have been over, they have 


ſtill, out of a reſtleſs warlike Humour, endea- 
vour'd to encroach upon their Neighbours, and 
for enlarging their own Territories; laid hold 
upon all Opportunities to diſturb Mankind, nor 


could they ever yer ſet any Bounds to their Am- 
bition. D 


Thirdly, That their ambitious Humour, ſup⸗ 
ported by the Greatneſs of Power, would long 
before this, have brought all Europe under _ 
* if their own Divifions * . 

run had not from time to s retarded 
Deſigns for many Years 4 or had not — 
reateſt Princes been cut of before they could 
Finiſh their intendec Work. 
Foarthly and laſtly, As a Conſequence of the 
an former, that it was, and will be, the true 
. of all Princes, to oppoſe the * De- 
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In the Stories o 
of their Princes, the French Miniſters pride and 


-_ and propos d to himſelf chat Example as 
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ſigns 3 or, if they: have at any Time Occaſion 

to uſe them againſt other Oppreſſors, yet till 
to ann iitNg that no Opprelſon i is like "theirs, 
and that they meditate it always, even in the 
midſt of Etienddhiy:: And therefore, that they 
are not to accept 5 their Affiſtance longer or 


further, than meer Neceſſity, or publick Utility 


require it, but worcbſt them off as ſoon as the 
Danger is over: As it was practisꝰd in the Peace 
of Paſſaw, in che Time of Henry the II. and in 
that of Munſter; in both which the French were 
prevented from further Progreſs, by Reaſon of the 
Jealouſy of their Allies: However, in all ſuch 
Occaſions, they ever. made Acquiſitions, and 
came off with gre a Advantages. 7 300. 

ſuch 1 leeren 


delight themſelves, and to their Monarchs, 


when youthful, they propound them for Imita- 


tation; to this End, it was the Care of Cardi- 


nal Mazarine, in the Minority of the King, to 


provide him an able Tutor, that might form 
and fix in the Mind of his Majeſty, the greateſt 
Ideas of Glory and warlike Enterprizes. This 
was the Biſhop, of Nodes, his firſt Preceptor, : 
who, as ſoon as his young Maſter came to un- 
derſtand Letters, inſtead of diverting him with 

Romances, entertain'd him in Reading the Lives 
and Actions of the greateſt of his Fredeceſſors, 
but above all, recommended to him the Story 
and Model of a great Prince, in the Actions and 
Exploits of his Grandfather Henry the IV. to this 
Purpoſe wrote a very accurate Book, which 
hath ſince been publiſfod.- This Prince, by his 
own natural Genius, as well as the happy Succeſs 
of his'firſt Undertakings, purſu*d theſe Inſtructi- 


the 


— 


of the Frenen cd for.” , 


the ſole Rule of his Actions. The Hiſtory of 
that great King was his moſt ordinary Study e 
In imitation, ot him, he took Care to accumu- 
late a vaſt Treaſure, and rais'd a mighty Reve- 
nue, ſought for Alliances abroad, and ſucceſſive- 
ly raid many numerous Armies. It is evident 
therefore, that he acted upon the very ſame 
Plans, and all were but the old Projects of his 
Predeceſſors renew'd, and the Effects of thoſe 
Impreſſions, which he ſuck'd in with his Milk. 
Do but read the Book call'd the Memoirs of Hen· 
ry the IV. wich thoſe of Preſident Iccannin, and 
the Biſhop of Rodes, and then you cannot but 
conclude, that whatſoever his moſt potent Grand. 
father had conceiv'd in his Imagination, and 
intended to bring forth, by the Power of Js 
Armies, viz. a wendrous 'Fheatre,of::Unebri 
an Glory, founded upon a mountainous Heap of 
Chriſtian: Souls, to amaze and:terrify Mankind 
into an Univerſal Slavery, that he endeavour d 
to put in Execution; for as the Deſire of Glory 
hath no Bounds, Sachs in .regard, his Vears and | 
Condition put him into a Capacity to run a lon- 
ger Courſe than did Henry i Grand, we cou'd 
not reaſonably expect otherwiſe, but that he, 
who ſo often croſs'd the Rhine, after he had 
_ over-fun the Continent, wou'd croſs the narrow 
Seas likewiſe to make us a Viſit. 
. The Writers of that Age, taking a great deal 
of Pains, to nouriſh theſe Thoughts in him, 
had no other Study, but how to feed this his na 
tural Humcur, and to transfuſe the ſame into 
his Son the Dauphin. They facrific'd.their Pens 
to the Encreaſe of that native Deſire of Glory 
which. they diſcover'd in them, and the great 
Rewards, that Were given to the Writers for i it, 
are auen Proofs of an n. ane of * 
e e 
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whom, his Miniſters ſhould 


te Patrimony, and antient Tnberitance of the 
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Service. But furely, ſuch Acknowledgements 
from a young high Spirit, who yet beliey'd himſelf 
to be in a Condition to execute all that pleas'd 
him, and who hath drunk down the Maxim, 
That to take Poſſeſſion by the Sword any Title is 
ſufficient, was previouſly a very dangerous Sen- 
tence upon al the reſt of Mankind, againſt 


perſuade him, that 
he bad any Shadow of Pretenſtons. And that 


this may more clearly appear to us, we need 
only. read the printed Books, ſince dedicated ro 
him, among which is one that carries. this Ti- 


tle, viz. The juſt Pretences of the King of France 


10 the e Which Bock, having laid down 
this for a Poſition, That- the Dominions of Sove- 
raign Princes, which have been the Conqueſts of 
other Crowns, can be never alienated, but "my ”» 
n into theſe two Concluſions. _ | 

Firſt, That the greateſt Part of Germany it 


French Prince. 
_ Secondly, That- Charlemain aid poſſe 5 Ger 


» as King of France, and not as Emperor. - 


hat wo not be drawn from ſuch kind of 
Aſſertions? ITS 


Nibil e quod credene de F Anbit tio 
Laudata Negquit. 


ha, 


If theſe Things: be believ'd in Fwy, what may 


not the Authors of France prevail with their Ma- 


ſter to do? May they not as well prove and per- | 
ſuade him, that he wears the Titles of other Prin- 
ces within the Pomel of his Sword ? -If one may 


judge of What is to come by what is paſt, all 


Europe. will have Cauſe enough to ſtand upon 
their Guare 4 . take 2 to a" the 


N eee * * * N 
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bo er ¼¼wĩ tC Tat * 
Machinations of the French Miniſtry, whoſe 


ſole Buſineſs it is to blow up the Glory of their 


Maſter to a mighty Bubble; and tis, indeed, 
no more than a Bubble, that he gets. He is at 
the Expence, whilſt they collect for themſelves 
mighty Fertunes out of the Ruins of Mankind, 


and feed the Marſhalls, and the other great Mi- 
litary Officers, with Expectations. of ſharing 
other Princes Dominions, and as faſt as they 


can conquer, to be all made Princes: 


4B hewing, how far the French Mi- 


niſters have receded from- the 


known Rules of Juſtice in ma- 


king War. 


HE Heathens Cas Hiſtorians tell us) made 


it a point of Conſcience, never to begin a 


War upon their Neighbours, or others, until 
they had Cauſes ſufficient to. juſtify them in it. 


For this Principle the Romans were moſt emi- 
nent; and therefore ſuch Cauſes, they, in their 
Language, term'd Principia; that is to ſay, 
Beginnings, or Principles; intimating thereby, 
that no War could be well begun, without 


them, nor luckily end; and according to what 
the Rhodian Ambaſſadors, in their Orations 


made to the Senate of Rome ſay. Certe quidem vos 


eſtis Romani, Sc. You are Romans indeed, be- 
Cauſe ye place your Glory in this, that ye expe? 


your Wars ſhould prove ſucceſsful, for ye look to 


* the Principia, the beginning of them, that they 
33 5 b * 
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© be not without. Cauſe undertaken, rather than 
© to a viftorieus Event. Much might be 
ſaid to this point out of Cicero, and others, 
who wrote of the Laws, univerſally receiv'd . 
among Nations : But, to be ſhort, Writers on 
that Subject do generally determine, that the 
Juſt Cauſes of War are reducible to the three 
FORO T 
- Firſt, That it be undertaken for Defence; or, 
Second, For Recovery of what hath been taken 
away; or, 8 
Third, For the Puniſhment of Injuries done. 
Some one of theſe ought to be Ingredient in 


the beginning of a War, elſe it cannot have a 


Juſt Cauſe: Let us then examine the French 


War by theſe Rules. | 


When it began, the World was very much 
at Peace, and France ſo much ſuperior in Power 
and Greatneſs to other Nations, that it need not 
to fear any of its Neighbours ; and conſequently 
had no neceſſity of any Acceſſion of neigh- 
bouring Powers for its Defence. 
Again, the Crown of France was then ſo far 
from having been robb'd by any other Nation, 
that it had aggrandiz'd it {elf above all Propor- 
tion, by the Spoils that it had made of many 
Nations; nor was any of the Neighbour Nati- 
ons in other State and Condition, in reſpect of 
the French Power, than as the Lark under the 
Hobby; not daring ſo much as to ſtir, but was 

glad to couch, and lie cloſe under all the Op- 

preſſions and Rapines, that had been practis'd 

upon them by the French. It were too tedious 
here to recite their Actions to their Neighbour- 

ing Countries, ſince Evidence hereof is notori- 
ous to the World, and may be collected out 

of our enſuing Diſcourſe, CO i be 

Ns, i More 
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Moreover the French were ſo far from having 
any Cauſe to make War, to puniſh any for In- 
juries done; that having been, in that reſpect al- 
fo, before hand with their Neighbours, moſt 
other Princes had then abundant Reaſon to com- 
plain againſt Injuries of the higheſt Nature acted 
upon them, and to puniſh them with ſuch Re- 
venges, as are due to the common Enemies and 
Diſturbers of Mankind. And truly we may well 
take it for a Kind of tacit Confeſſion, that they 
had no juſt Cauſe nor Occaſion for beginning the 


War, ſeeing that in a Declaration, conſiſting but 


of a few Lines (which the French Miniſters put 
forth in the Name of their King, before the In- 
vading of the anited Provinces) there is not the 
leaſt Mention made of any Cauſe, ſave, that it 
was for their King's Glory: Becauſe, forſooth, the 
Hollanders had (but we were not told how) De- 
trated from his Glory, and the Glory of bis An- 
ceſtors. Not a Word of any other Caufe; nor 
was the Glory of God concerned in it, whoſe 
Work it is uſually to pour Shame and Contempt, 
in the end upon all ſuch Glory. eng: = 
There is alſo another Point, which, of old, 
hath been in Uſe, and that is a Denunciation of 
War before the beginning of it. Collegium feci- 
alium, a College of ra [s was inſtituted in old 
Rome, without whoſe Advice, as the Roman Se- 
nate never made War, fo, having firſt referr'd to 
them to conſider of the Juftneſs of their Under- 
taking, if they determin'd the Juſtice of it, then 
one of the ſame College was ſent to the Enemy, 
(before any Act of Hoſtility on their part) to de- 
nounce it. So Cicero, in his firſt Book of Offices, 
Belli quidem equitas ſanctiſi mè feciali 6 Ro- 
mani jure preſcripta eſt; that is to fay, The Egui- 
ty of any War was moſt religiouſly determin'd, ac- 
ee C 2 cording 
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12 Remarks on the Proceedings 
cording to the Law of the College of Heralds. The 


had likewiſe certain Laws in that College, whi 


were called Jura fecialia, by which they judg'd 


of the Juſtneſs of every War before they en- 


ter*d upon it; and when Wars were denounc'd, 
they. were call'd Promulgata prelia, For take 
away Jultice, and what are Wars, but grand Rob- 

Thus conſcienciouſly and ſolemnly proceeded 
meer Heathens heretofore. And ſhall. they not 
then riſe up in Judgment, hereafter, againſt ſuch 
French Chriſtians? For their Miniſters, not 
minding Right or Wrong, thought it better to be- 
gin the War by way of Surprize upon the Dutch 
Republick, reckoning it a ſurer Way to get Poſ- 


ſeſſion, and afterwards to leave it to the ſcrupu- 


lous Criticks of Law, and Conſcience, to write 
and diſpute about the Juſtice of the Work ; no 
matter whether it were righteous, as long as it 
was, .in their Senſe, and by cuſtom, became a 
glorious Achievement, to invade on a ſudden, 
and oppreſs their Neighbours; and herein they 
gave the World an ample Proof, by ſurprizin 

the Dominions of Flanders, Lorain, Sicily, 2 
many other Countries. After what has been thus 
ſaid and obſerv'd, tis too notorious to be de- 
ny'd, that the Riſe of that War, was againſt 
all the juſt Rules of warlike Undertakings ; 
and that all which they, or any body elſe, can 
have to ſay in excuſe of it, is, that they 
are born under a Neceſſity of giving Trouble to 


all the reſt of the World, in order to the Pre- 


ſervation of themſelves at home. For if Wars 
were not found out for them abroad, to enter- 
tain and exerciſe their young Nobility, at the Ex- 
pence of their Neighbours, they would droop 
and loſe their Art of Arms. The Genius, 8 

| | truth, 


wk of i Wation 4 is ſuch, that it cannot: en· 
dure to live long in the Idleneſs of Peace: They 
are of a Nature ſo hot, that there muſt be Ali- 


ment for this Fire, and if ſome were not given. 


it from- abroad, it would form to it ſelf auer 
at home. 

To this natural Projciben maſk 90 added the 
Cuſtom in moſt part of their Provinces, and 
the articular Diſpoſition of noble Families, 
which give ſo great Advantages. to the elder 
Brothers, that they leave nothing almoſt to the 
Younger, but their Induſtry: and Sword. And 
whereas they rarely betake end to Letters 
to obtain a Livelihood, and their Quality ſuf- 
fers them not to apply themſelves to Mechanick 
Trades, there is nothing left for them, but 
either their ligitimate Robbery in War, or com- 
mon Robbery, in order to preſerve themſelves 
from Want and Poverty. From hence it comes 
to paſs, that their Kingdom always finds it 
ſelf filled with an idle and daring Youth, ready 
to undertake any thing, and who ſeek Employ- 
ments for their Valour, be it at whoſe Coſt it 
will. The Liberty which they had heretofore to 
purſue this pernicious Humour in Duelling is, at 
preſent, taken from them, by wholſome Decrees 
of their King ; ſo that did not his Miniſters find 
out a foreign Vent for their Spleen, whereby 
to make it evaporate, the Flame would be break- 
ing forth within their own Bo Wels. 

Moreover, as the greateſt Revenues: of he 
Crown of France riſe out of the Purſe of the 
People, ſo, becauſe the common Contribution 
cannot be exacted in Times of Peace, without 
making a great many Male-contents ; its'always 
neceſſary to feed and fume the airy Multitude 
with Smoak of ſome Conquelts, wherein they al-. 
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ſo are apt to glory z tho? they (poor Creatures!) 
get no more by the Chaining of Neighbouring 


Nations, but to have more Fellow-Slaves, and to 


have their own Fetters ſet the harder on, and 
faſtned the firmer, at their Heels. To which end 


the Grandees are always coining Pretences of 


Quarrel, to continue in Arms; and maintain by 
Force that Royal Authority, Which hath fo 


ſtrongly overflown the Limits of their funda- 


mental Laws. Otherwiſe it is impoſſible to ſa- 


tisfy all the Princes and great Men of the Realm; 


tho' the Princes are not fo numerous now as they 
were in the Times of Henry the III. and IV. ſince 
which, they have taken itup, as a principal Po- 
licy, to diminiſh the Princes as faſt as they can, 


and to keep them always employ'd in foreign 


Wars; that by inciting them into Glory, they 
may be conſum'd e're long in ruinous Under- 
takings, to the Conſumption of their own, as 
well as other Nations. The Platform of which 
Device was firſt laid, and in part effected, by Car- 


dinal Richelieu, and in a great Meaſure compleat- 
ed by Mazarine, his Succeſſor, two of the Grand 


Miniſters of States. So that you ſee how they ob- 


ſerve the Rules of Juſtice, whether they deal with 
their own Princes, and People, or with Foreigners, 


be it by the Way of War or Peace; making ha- 
vock of all Mankind without remorſe, to make 
great a few of themſelves; and that their King 

might drive furiouſly on, they have given his Fan- 
cy a fair Proſpect of an imaginary Throne of Glo- 
ry at his Journey's end, on which they promiſe 
to place and elevate him above petty Powers, 
as ſole Monarch and Emperor of the Chriſtian 
Univerſe, T1 | 


2 


, — 
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SECTION 1 


Proving that as they have abſery'd 
no eule of quſtice in making. 
War, ſo they have had little 
_ Regard to it, in obſerving Peace, 
F 


T Would not make thus bold with France, were 
it not, that there is a neceſſity for it, it was 
no Time to be mealy mouth'd (as we phraſe it) 
but to ſpeak out, ſeeing all that was ours at that 
time involv'd in the common Fate of Europe; 
and our Cauſe cou'd not but be juſt, becauſe we 
had Patience, and try'd all manner of fair Means 
to induce the French Miniſters to grant a Peace; 
and we have borne their Injuries to the utmoſt; 
among which this hath been no ſmall one, that 
under pretence of allowing our King the Chriſti- 
an Office of a fair Mediatorſhip, they, by going 
at the ſame Time to raviſh the reſt of Flanders, 
have thereby ſhewn plainly to all the World, 
that their Intent was meerly to delude and 
_ abuſe us, 3 IS 
In handling this Subject, it is our Concern 
to evince, how they have violated the Laws of 
Nations, and to prevent the introducing, of ſuch 
Maxims into the World, as would deftroy the 


whole Commerce of Mankind, and render hu- 


man Societies as dangerous as the Company of 
Lyons and Tygers. We are alſo no leſs con- 
cern'd to defend the publick Faith of Treaties, 
againſt their Fineſſes, and ſubtle Evaſions, to 
DN RS 


os A i 
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reſerve the Law of Arms, within the Rules and 
Pen which the Conſent of all Nations 

| hath eſtabliſh*d, and to remove out of the Sight 
of Chriſtendom ſuch ſcandalous Examples, which, 

by lamentable Conſequences, would expoſe the 
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i Weaker to the Will and Pleaſure of the Stron- 
180 ger, and eſtabliſh force the ſole Arbiter of all 
155 Proceedings. We are to meditate ſuch Cauſes 
<8 and Means, as may ſtop a rapid Torrent, againſt 


the Impetuouſneſs, whereof neither Peace, Mar- 
riage, or Oaths, Blood, Kindred, Friendſhip, 
nor Condeſcention can be Banks, ſtrong enough 
to keep it within the Channel. It is to our 
purpoſe to defend the common Intereſt of all 
States, and Princes againſt vaſt Deſigns, which 
have for their Cauſe, nothing but a predomi- 
nant Deſire of Conqueſts; for their End, Do- 
minion; for their Means, Arms and Intricacies; 
nor for its Limits any Thing, but what Chance 
will preſcribe. < eee ; 
In a Word, it's our Buſineſs to decide 
the Fortune of Europe, and to pronounce the 
Sentence either of its Freedom, or Slavery; for 
betwixt theſe two, no middle State can be at- 
tain'd, no Peace be aſſur'd. 8 5 
Other Princes, muſt (as long as they can) 
oppoſe France, to preſerve themſelves free; be- 
cauſe France will never be at reſt, till ſhe hath 
hung about their Necks the Yoke of Conqueſt : 
"An if ſhe ſhould hearken to Terms of a Paci- 
fication, know, that you are not to enjoy it lon- 
ger, than ſhe, by gaining of Time, to form freſh 
Councils into new Deſigns, thinks fit to make 
a new Rupture, and fall in upon you on a ſud- 
den, like a mighty Tempeſt. The French 
Faith hath, of late Years, been pure punick, no 


ſooner given, but as ſoon broken; and ſhe, by 
1 4 9 
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tampering with other Prince's Miniſters and 
Subjects, inſtructs them how to manage heiß 
Faith in point of Truth to beſt Advantage, and 
by a Metal of her own, tries what Metal they 
are made of, e'er ſhe deals with their Maſters ; 
and without Noiſe, ſhoots down more Caſtles, 
Citadels and Forts, and take more Towns, than 
with all the roaring of her Canon. It hath been 
obfery*d, that when her Ambaſſadors go Abroad, 
they carry 8 with them theſe principal En- 
n elſe they are ſent after them. The 
ruth of this hath been too notorious to the 
Emperor at Vienna, and in Sweden, Poland, Hun- 
gary, Hanover, Bavaria, Munſter, and other 
Places of the Empire; ſo that an Ambaſſador, 
or Agent, uſually goes before the Arm and 
a Conqueſt follows: Which is a new Way to 
Glory, unknown to Cæſar, or any of the dull 
Roman Conquerors. But againſt an Enemy, any 
thing now is glorious. 1 15 


An dolus, an Virtus, quis in hoſte Requirat. 


And if this Courſe of corrupting other Men's 
Faith be a Virtue, tis no W onder ſhe can ſa 
readily, without ſtraining, quit her own, by a 
quick Diſcharge of all Agreements, and Obli- 
ations, Old Nicholns, the Florentine, ſaith, 
attles were invented to pleaſe Children, and Oaths 
Men, that is to ſay, to make Men meer Chil- 
dren. But the beſt Way to ſatisfy the World 
about this Matter, will be to give a brief Ac- 
count of the Conduct and Carriage of the French 
Court, before the Miniſters which are now in Em- 
ploy there, appear'd upon the Stage ; who are 
not likely to relinquiſh thoſe Methods, which 
they were bred up in, nor to act upon any 
D . 
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other Principles, than thoſe that were taught them 


in the School of their two Cardinal Maſters: Of 
the latter of them, viz. Mazarine, it is reported by 


many that upon ſeveral Occaſions, he had been 


heard to ſay, that it was a Meanneſs in a Man of 


a State Employment to be Eſclave ae /a rule, 
a Slave to his Word. 


We are not to ſeek for Inſtances, 1 5 and 
his Diſciples have practis'd accordingly to this 
very Day; let us look back as far as that grand 


Treaty, betwixt France and Spain, call'd the 


Pyrrenean Treaty, the Occaſion whereof was 
this; by the Mediation of the Queen Mother 
of France, a Peace was on Foot, betwixt that 
Crown, and Spain, with a Propoſition of a Mar- 
riage between the King her Son, and the Infanta 

of e the ends of it were alledg d to be. 


4 Defire to give Eaſe and Wiet to their Sub- 


ifs. 


To put a Period to the many miſchievous Conſe- | 
quences of the War. 


To forget and extinguiſh all the Cailſes and Mo- 


tives of theWars paſt, and to eftabliſh a ſincere, en- 


tire, and durable Peace betwixt them, and their 
Succeſſors, for the time to come. 


The Treaty being begun, it was SHOE 
upon two principal Particulars ; and unleſs the 
French would grant thoſe, the Spaniard was re- 
ſolv'd not to proceed in it: The one was, that 
the French ſhould forſake their Adherence to Portu- 
78 the other, that the Infanta ſhould, upon the 
arriage, make a Renunciation ( d and 
ratify'd by the French King) of all her Pretences, 
Titles and Claims 8 to the Spaniſh 


ae and all the Dominions thereof, or 
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to any Part of the ſame, and the Reafon of it, 
in the Draught of the Treaty is ſet down in 


theſe Words, 


Leſt the Glory of their reſpective Kingdoms 
« ſhould happen to decay, and be diminiſh'd, if, 
through the faid Marriage, they ſhould come. 
to be united and conjoin'd in any of their Chil- 
dren or Poſterity, which might occaſion to 
the Subjects ſuch Troubles, and Afflictions, © 
may eaſily be imagin'd. 
Next; as to the Eichen and Abandoning 
of Portugal, the French King oblig' d himſelf to. 
it in theſe Words, 

His ſaid Majeſty of France will intermeddle 
no further in the ſaid Buſineſs, and doth pro- 

miſe and oblige himſelf, upon his Honour, and. 
upon his Faith, and Word of a King, both for. 
himſelf, and his Succeſſors, not to give toany. 
Perſon, or Perſons, of what Dignity, Eſtate, 
or Condition whatſoever, either at preſent, or 
for the future, any Help, or Aſſiſtance, neither 
publick, nor private, directly nor indirectly, 
of Men, Arms, Munitions, Victualling, Veſſels, 
nor Money under any Pretence, nor any other. 
thing whatſoever, by Land, or by Sea, nor in 
any other manner; as likewiſe not to ſuffer, 
* any Levies to be made in any part of his King- 


* A - A. A 


* 


doms, and Dominions, nor to grant a Paſſage 
to any that might come from other Countries 
do the Relief of the ſaid Kingdom of For- ; 


tugal, | 

Now, can any imagine, more cautious, and 
efficacious Words in a Treaty, to prevent a fur- 
ther Aſſiſtance from France to Portugal, which 
was the main Thing that the Spaniard ſought for 
by the Marriage; yet, as ſoon as the Treaty was 
* and before the Inſtrument was ſign' d, 


D 3 the 


_— — 


: 
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the moſt Eminent Mazerine ſent privately the 
Marquis of Chenes into Portugal, to aſſure the 
Portugueſe, that, notwithſtanding he could not 
avoid the putting ſuch Words in the Treaty, in 
order to the Concluſion of it, as did engage France 
not to aſſiſt them; however, they-might reſt 
affur*'d, his Maſter would never forſake them, 
but would continue to them his Aſſiſtance as 
much as before the Treaty was made. 

For the more full clearing of this Matter 
viz. That an abandoning of Portugal was one of 
the eſſential Foundations of that Peace, and that | 
otherwiſe it could never have been treated of, 
nar concluded; we are to remember that in the 
IX. Article of the ſaid Treaty, there are theſe 
Words. Foraſmuch as we have foreſeen, and 
« apprehended, that ſuch an Engagement might 
© have been an Obſtacle not to be ſurmounted, 
in the Concluding of this Peace, and by Con- 
6 ſequence would have reduc'd the two Kings 
to a Neceſlity of perpetuating the War, Sc. 

And a little after, in the ſame Article, it is 
further expreſs'd thus. Finally, in Contem- 
« plation of the Peace, and ſeeing the abſolute 
c Neceffity, wherein his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty | 
© finds himſelf, either to 3 the War by 
* a Rupture of the preſent Treaty, which be 
< perceives to be inevitable, in Caſe he ſhould 
have perſifted to obtain from his Catholick 
« Majeſty in this Affair, other Conditions, than 
© thoſe which he had offer'd, c. 7 

| Moreover by the ſaid Article it is evident, That | 
whereas, the French King offer'd then to the King 
of Spain, to make Reſtitution of all the Places | 
which France had gotten from him by Arms du-| 
9 War, rather than he would have been 
by Treaty oblig'd to forbear a further 19 
| | Ig 6 
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| the Portugueſe, the Spaniard utterly refus'd this 


Offer, as is apparent by other Words of the ſame 


Article, as they follow. | | 
© Offering beſides the Places which are to be 


« reſtor'd unto his Catholick Majeſty by the pre- 
« ſent Treaty, to render unto him alſo all the 
other Conqueſts in general, which his ſaid Arms 
© have made in the War, and intirely reſtore the 
Prince of Conde; provided and upon Conditi- 
con, that the Affairs of che Kingdom of Portu- 
gal ſhould remain in the State in which at pre- 
ſent they are. * 1 9111 

Tis likewiſe out of Controverſy, that this 
Abandoning of Portugal, was covenanted and 


promis'd by France ſo authentically, and in ſuch 
_ clear and ſpecial Terms, that it is not to be que- 


ſtion'd, nor be made ſubject to any Interpreta- 
ons, contrary to the true Senſe, and Intention 
of the Parties contractin 
are theſe. 


g; the Terms whereof 


His ſaid Majeſty ſhall meddle no more with 
„the ſaid Affair; and doth promiſe, and oblige 
« himſelf upon his Honour, and in the Faith and 
© Word of a King, for himſelf, and his Succef- 


ſors, not to give unto the aforemention'd King« 


dom of Portugal, either in general, or to any 
« Perſon or Perſons of it in particular, of what 
© Dignity, State, or Condition ſoever they may 
* be, either for the preſent, nor hereafter, any 
Aid or Aſſiſtance, publick, or ſecret, direQ- 
ly or indirectly of Men, Arms, Ammuni- 
tions, Victuals, Ships, or Moneys under any 
* Pretext, nor of any other Thing, that is, or 
can be, by Land, or by Sea, nor in any other 
* Faſhion ; as likewiſe, not to permit, that any 
* Leyies ſhall be made in any of his moſt Chri- 
«* tian Majeſty's. Kingdoms, and Eſtates, nor 

grant 
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grant free Paſſage to thoſe, which may come 
out of other Countries, to the Help of the afore- 
ſaid Realm of Arte =D 5 n l 
Nevertheleſs tis evident, that they immediate- 
ly fail'd in every Point and Circumſtance of 
this Promiſe, inſomuch, that in the very Time 
of the publick making of the ſaid Treaty, they 
were privately tampering with the Portugueſe, 


and gave them underhand Aſſurances (as I have 


mention'd before) ſo that, at the concluding ot 
it, the Bonfires, which were kindled for Joy of 
the Peace, were not quite extinguiſht, when an 
evident Breach of the Treaty was obſerv'd, in the 

French ſending Auxiliary Forces into Portugal, 
under the Name of Marſhal Tureine, divers Troops 

were rais'd, and convey'd into Portugal, with 


Arms, and Ammunition, as if Tureine durſt have 


preſum'd to do ſuch a Thing without the Privi- 
ty, and Conſent of the Prime Miniſters; and 
when the Spaniard, by his Ambaſſador, com- 
plain'd of this, they deluded him, by iſſuing 

forth publick Orders to the Governors of their 

Ports, that no Soldiers, or Arms, Sc. ſhould be 

ſuffer'd to embarque for Portugal. But thoſe Go- 
vernors better underſtood their private Leſſon, and 
o let them paſs by Connivance. But at length 
they began to act openly, and, notwithſtanding 
the Treaty, they had made with Spain, they en- 
tred into an Offenſive League with Poriugal 


againſt all its Enemies, in which the French had 


ſo well provided themſelves, that, by Agree- 
ment, they were to have all the Towns deli- 
ver*d to them, which ſhould be taken from the 
JJ 5 25 5 | 
The Truth of theſe Things was not only ma- 
nifeſt in fact, but it was alſo teſtify' d by Letters, 
VT nb EN = : Which 
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which the Miniſters of Spain had tergepred, that 
after the Peace made betwixt the two Crowns, the 
Court of France had fomented the War of the Por- 
tugueſe, hinder'd them from accepting thoſe ad- 
vantageous Conditions, which Spain had offer'd 
them; animating them by the Hope of mighty 
| Succours, not only for their Defence, but alſo 
for carrying an offenſive War into the very 
Heart of Spain. Among theſe Letters, were ma- 
ny of ſuch, as had been written by the French 
_ Miniſter Monſieur De L yonne, and the Arch- 
biſhop of Ambrun, to Manfieur De Schomberg, 
which prov'd the continual Correſpondence, that 
was betwixt them for the Direction and Carrying 
on that War ; *tis known that in 1672 the Duke 
of Beaufort, came with his whole Fleet upon the 
Coaſts of Portugal, where he ſpent a Part of the 
Summer, to ſecure a Paſſage of Victuals and 
Ammunition, whereof the Poriugueſe were in ex- 
tream Want; and this at the ſame time, when 
they were offering Spain their Mediation to make 
an Accommodation with Portugal: Not to omit, 
how one of the prime French Miniſters, Mon- 
ſieur Colebart, privately made ſeveral Voyages 
thither, to encourage them, and contract a more 
ſtrict Alliance with them, and to open a Way 
for the bringing about a League offenſive; which 
in ſome time after was concluded with the Por- 
tugueſe ; with theſe following Conditions; That 
they ſhall be the Friends of their Friends, and 
the Enemies of their Enemies; excepting 
England ; that France ſhall furniſh them with 
as many Men, as they need, to carry on an 
offenſive War in Spain, both by Sea and Land, 
ſhall advance to them, by way of Loan, the 
half of their Pay for the Entertainments of 


auxiliary Troops, and that "eg ſhall furniſh 
1 
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them every Year, under the fame Title of Loan, 
with the Sum of three hundred thouſand 
Crowns; that all the Ports, which they ſhall 
take in Spain, either upon the one, or the other 
« Sea, ſhall be put into the Power of France 
that they ſhall. not treat either of Peace or 
« Truce, without common Conſent ; and that 
this League ſhall laſt for the Space of ten 
fo, | 

By theſe particulars, it is apparent, how little 
Credit is to be given to France; in the moſt ſo- 
lemn Engagements that ſhe can make to any 
Prince, about any matter whatſoever ; for that 
a Treaty manag'd, in order to a Marriage be- 
tween Princes, which is one of the moſt ſolemn 
Subjects that can be handled amongſt Men, and 
confirm'd by Oath, with the moſt ſacred Myſte- 
ries of their Religion at the high Altar, for a 
punctual Obſervation, ſhould be thus palpably 
broken, is not to . ryan by any Inſtance or 
Example in all the World beſides. 
But tis not in this Buſineſs of Portugal alone 

that a Breach was made: That which is more con- 
ſiderable is, that as ſoon as the French ſaw Op- 
portunity, after the Death of the King of Spain, 
they ſtarted up a Claim for their King, in theRight 
and Behalf of his Wife*the Infanta, notwithſtand- 
ing her ſolemn Renunciation formerly mention'd, 
which was enter'd into the Body of the Treaty, 
and as ſacredly ſworn to; pretending that a great 
Part of the Spaniſh Low Gunvie was devoly'd 
to him in her Right, by the Municiple Laws of thoſt 
Countries, Whereas it's known, that, when 
Princes enter into a Treaty, it is regulated and 
confirm*d according to Law of Nations common 
to all, and, being ſo to be underſtood, it wo ridi- 


, 


their firſt Invaſion upon thoſe Couſitries after that 
But *tis further obſervable, that this Invaſion, 


As to the firlt, Fuente, having receiv'd a Call 
home to Spain, and being jealous that the great 


PW" 


Preparati6tis then made in France were intended 
againſt the Spazi/b Dominions, he thoughr fir to 
preſs the French* King to give his Miſtreſs. the 
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Oueen Regent o t ſome new Aſſurances, that 
might quiet and ſettle her Mind, againſt the 
many ſtrange Reports of his intended Preparati- 
ons. Thereupon the King of France did, with 
all oflible Aſſeveration, engage bis Royal Word 
x Faith, that he would religiouſly keep the 


Nec and continue an entire Amity to her, and 


the young King her l. 
As to the ſecond; not long after the French 


Army took the F ield, and had poſſeſs'd it felf of 


Cbarleroy; about four or five Days before the 


News could arrive at Madrid, and the ſaid Arch. | 


biſhop o of Ambrun being expoſtulated with about 
it, did in verbo Sacerdotis, and upon all that is 
moſt ſacred among Roman Catholicks, roteſt and 
yow to the Queen Regent, that his Maſter i intend- 
ed nothing leſs, than what was reported of him; 


and that he knew he would never break with the 


King of Spain, nor invade any of his Domini- 
ons, as long as he was under Age. 


Sic ſevivinter ſ convent Urſs. EY | 


Oh. how welt do the French Mi ni ters and ei 


Ambaſſadors agree with one another, to effect 
their Maſter's Buſineſs, and their own! for it was 
not many Days after the preceding Aſſurances, 


that this News was brought to the Spani/h Court, 


how fairly the French had kept their Word; how 


they had likewife entred, and acted all Manner 
of Hoſtilities upon Flanders; had fir'd many 
conſiderable Towns, and waſting the Country; 
A ſo outragiouſly, and fo far, that Eng- 
and, and the neighbouring Princes took the 
Alarm, and expoſtulated the Matter with France; 
which brought on another Treaty, that was held 
at Aten, le e. Aix la Chapels, to make a new 

_— 758 
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Agreement, betwixt France and Spain; the Ob-. 
ſervation whereof has afforded us another In- 


* 


ſtance of the French Fidelity... 
Vnto this Treaty, moſt of the Princes of Chri- 
ſtendom were invited, to take care of the common 
Security, and among the reſt his Majeſty of Zng- 
land, who ſent a Miniſter to the Proteſtant 
Princes of Germany to invite them into the Gua- 
ranty of the ſaid Fre of Aix. Propoſals were 
likewiſe made to the Duke of Lorain, and ſe- 
veral other Princes, to come into the League, 
then to be made; to which the Lorainer imme- 
diately accorded, hoping, that, by this Treaty, 
he might have better luck with the French, than 
he formerly. had with them by the Pyrenean 


Treaty... 


- 4 


But before we proceed, it will not be amiſs to 
remember you, how the French kept Faith with 
this poor Prince, whoſe Intereſts had been pro- 
vided for by the ſaid Treaty, as well as thoſe of 
Spain.; and his Datchy..to be reſtor'd to him, 
with all the Places, an Towns, Which he had 
been poſſeſs d of within the Biſhopricks of Metz, 
Toul, and Verdun. But obſerve how France dealt 
with him; they deferr'd, as long as they could, the 
Performance of that part, which related to the 
ſaid Duke, and refus d till. to return him his 
Country, 'till they had brought him to make ano- 
ther Treaty with them in prejudice of the. for- 
mer; whereby he was forc'd to part with ſeveral 
conſiderable 1 over and above what had 
been granted to them by the general Peace. And 
yet this would not ſerve their Turn, for, after 
the oppreſs'd Duke had enjoy'd his Dominions 
a Year and a half, but in a, very unſettled Pof- 
ſeſſion, (for as much as during that Time, under 
ſeveral artificial Pretences, new Quarrels were 
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pickt very Day the with a copſiderable Ar- 
15 e lem 7 r them his T own of 
. e it was but a little Time after this, 
that 555 began to teaze him again, compelling 
75 10 bs gu a new Treaty more difadvantageous 
than the two former; (ſo infatiable is 
j wel Appetite: after Hominion) ſo that the unbappy 
f Due, could, as little as before, obtain a quiet 
+ Enjoyment of thar little they had left him; for 
9 evety Day they encroach'd upon t : Limits of his 
a | Territories, and his Sovereignty t ſelf. 4 hey 
q impog'd: grievous Taxes upon W his Subjects; the 10 
| caüs'd him to disband his Foros, and to ral 
== new Men again, as they thou Th. hey Legt 
1 him from revenging his own en and! made 
him take part in others,; they let looſe all his 
Enemies againſt him, and ſto p'd_ the Prop reſs 
df his Arms, as ſoon as he bad the dea 
Advantage; and, in a Word, he was. 5 that 
: ime more 4 alfal to France, than a Sovereign 
in his' own Country,. ö But yet all this would not 
= -. fatisfy the French Cairt : ; and therefore the Duke, 
k by many TT i e how ill he brock d 
N this kind of. unreaſonable Ukge e, they order'd 
one of their Generals to ſurpriſe and ſeize his 
Perfon, and to bring bic, either dead or alive: 
Of which intended Violenc ce, haying had timely 
Notice, be eſcap'd, when | it was very near being 
effected, * This, it myſt be acknowledg'd, i iS a 
5 new way of dealing with a Sovereign Prince, 
5 20 not known before 1 in theſe Parts of the World; 


©ro truſt to, in Treating with, and. Vat to ex- 
i de peck from ſuch monſtrous Neighbqurs. wt" 
9 | This one Thing i IS ehough. to give us an Inſight | 
ho the Ar Of ang rde, ee "A may 
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diſcover the Intent and Deſign of France: Since 
none but an Univerſal Mongrch can pretend to an 
Arbitrary Diſplacing of Princes, and a Diſpoling 
of their Liberty, Lives, and Territories. Thus 
you ſee, how per fidiouſly they dealt with the 
a oo omoigd gon frm Wu 
But to return to the Treaty of Aix. It prov'd 
to be of little Service to the Duke, for they af- 
terwards ſeiz'd his Country, and drove him 
out to ſeek his Fortune, and this (as Men ſay) for 
no other Reaſon, but becauſe he hop'd by this 

Treaty to have confirm'd himſelf among his 
Allies in a better State, and Security, than he had 


hitherto done. 


As for the Court of Spain, the French alſo re- 
ſolv d to defeat their Expectation of Benefit for 
this Treaty, For, contrary to it, they preſently 
fell to work; firſt they diſmantled all the ſtrong 


Places and Holds of the Country of Burgund); 


= 2 


carry'd away all che Munitions out of it; and 


would have ſpoil'd the rich Salt- pits of that Pro- 
vince, had not the powerful Indiſpoſition, both _ 


In deſpitg likewiſe of t 


at Treaty, they eracted 


great Contributions from the Dutchies of Lim- 


burg, and Luxemburg ; they laid a new Claim to 


ſome Towns, as important as any of thofe that 


were granted to them by the Peace. They con- 
fiſcated the Eſtates of the Subjects of the King 
of Spain, that would not forſwear the Allegiance, 


and ſpar'd-not the very Royal Houſe of Mary 
Mont; Nay, as if theſe Infractions were not 


enough, and ſtill to encroach, as far as they were 
able, they forc'd their way (with great Quan 
tities of Merchandize) through the Spaniſh Ter- 


ritories, without paying the Cuſtoms, and not 
long after endea vdur d (9 ſurpriſe the Town of 


Hainault. 


bo. act 
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Hainault. In a Word, they did whatever they 


pleas'd, F. even the moſt ſacred Places, 
whatever can be imagin'd to be done, 
without remorſe, by inſolent, and unconſciona- 


ble Men. But to proceed, 


It muſt not be forgotten, how, under the Pre- 
tence of advancing the Affairs of Poland, and 
ſettling an Amity there, they contriv'd a Mar- 
riage for that King, with a Lady of France; 
by which means, they were enabled to ſend 
thither along with her, in her Train, ſo many 
expert Inſtruments of Miſchief, that immediately 
they ſettled a Cabal with ſuch Intrigues, as in a 
ſhort time inflam'd the Nobility © of that King- 


dom into Heats and Factions, againſt one ano- | 
ther, which are never likely to be extinguiſh'd; 


and at that time they operated ſo far, that that 
King ſoon became willing to quit the King- 
dom, and thereupon the Turk, ſeeing the great 
Diviſions that were wrought among them, was 


eaſily invited in by the French Cabal, partly be- 
cauſe they could not bring in a King, that was 
of French Blood, or of French Intereſt, at the 
following Election, and partly, becauſe the 


new-King of Poland had contraſted a Marriage 
with the Emperor's Siſter. 
It is worth while alſo to remember, how fine- 
ly they us'd the Duke of Nrwburg while they 
prevaiPd with him to engage the greateſt Part 
of his Eſtate (almoſt beyond Redemption) in 


hopes of getting the Poliſh Crown, which they had 


promis'd” to procure for him, by the Help of a 
ſtrong Party, which they had made in that King- 
dom. Yet underhand, and contrary to their 
Treaties, as well with 'thk Elector of Branden. 


urg, as with himſelf, and to their repeated Pro- 


miles, and * both by Word of Mouth, and 
in 
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in Writing, they did, by their Creatures, and 
Agents, oppoſe the ſaid Duke's Pretenſions, and 
endeavour'd with all Induſtry to have gotten th 
Prince of Conde preferr'd before all his Compe- 
titors: A particular Account whereof, would 
(if publiſh'd) without any other Inſtance, be 
a ſufficient Warning to al other Princes, and 
afford them a perfect Character of the French 
But it's remarkable, that it is not with Princes 
alone, that they thus finely deal; but that they 
obſerve juſt the ſame Meaſure of Faith, towards - 
ſuch Rebels and Traytors of their making, ; 
as they gain for Money, to betray the Con- 
cerns of their own Country, by ſerving the In- 
trigues and Intereſts of France. For, when after 
the Beginning of this War, they ſaw the Empe- 
ror ſetting himſelf in good earneſt to aſſiſt the 
Dutch, then to diſſuade and divert him from his . 
Purpoſe, and to engage him (if it had been poſ- 
ſible) not to concern himſelf, or take part in the _ 
Quarrel; they very fairly offer'd to deliver 
into his Hands all the original Letters, and 
Papers, they had receiv'd from time to time 
from their brib'd Friends, and Creatures in Poland; 
to the end that both his Imperial Majeſty, and his 
Brother- in-Law the King of Peland might take 
what Courſe, they thought fit with thoſe Tray- 
tors. Which Story may ſerve as a fair Warn- 
ing, and be a Terror to all thoſe, who prefer 
Money before their Loyalty, and the true Inte- 
reſts of their Country. And truly this piece of 
Infidelity in the French is the only Inſtance of 
Juſtice, that I find them guilty of, in the Ma- 
nagement of Affairs, with their Friends and 
Correſpondents. e . 
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But withal I find, that this Kindneſs of theirs 
to his Imperial Majeſty, was to make him Amend 
for another piece of Treachery, that they had 

ay'd him a- while before. For the moſt Chri- 
ian Miniſters, pretending a Courteſy to aſſiſt 
im againſt the Turk, and according y having 
ſent Forces to join with the Imperial Army, they, 
at the very fame Time, began to ſettle a Cor- 
reſpondence with Count Serini, Frachipam, Ma- 
daſti, and 7. oftenbach, as did afterwards appear 
pou n the breaking out of the Confpiracy, when 
the Depoſitions, Sod Confeſſions of forne of the 
Accomplices were produe'd, who had been Inſtru- 
mental in carrying both Money, and Letters 
from the French irlinifter Nee at Vienna to 
the ſaid Confpirators. 
In the next place let us turn our Eyes to the 


many Years very good Friends and humble Ser- 
vants to the French, have had better luck in 
trea with them, than others. For furely 
Sweden cannot forget, that, at a certain Time, 
when they had occafion to make a Treaty with 
them, whereby they were to receive, by way 
of Gratuity or Penſion, fixteen hundred thou- 
fand Crowns, upon ſecond Thoughts, the French, 
finding their Treaty with Sweden to be but of little 
Uſe to them at that Time, refug'd to ratify it, and 
ſent Monſtcur de Trelon their Ambaſſador to them, 
do tell them in ſhort, that the King his Maſter 
declar'd it to be void: Which is a fine Court- 
file, for one Prince to uſe to another in Treat- 
Ing; and a tart, ſhort, majeſtick Way of re- 
ſeinding Treaties. 
It were both needleſs and tedious to tell how 
well they have obſerv'd their Treaties with Hol. 
lend, ſeeing they could not fo much as we” | 
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leaſt Cauſe of the War, they then made againſt 
them; for as much as in their Declaration, 
they told us only of a Mauvaiſe Satisfaftion, 
that they were ill pleas'd,. and that it would tend 
to a Diminution of the Glory of the Moſt Chri- 
ſtian King, unleſs, to pleaſe himſelf, he put all 
Europe in a Flame, and endeavour'd to bring all 
under his Subjection. 12 55 en 
It is pleaſant to obſerve how they practis'd their 
Art alſo upon that notable Fox, the Biſhop of 
Munſter ; how they not only deceiv'd him, during 
his Conteſt with the United Provinces, but ſent. 
their Troops againſt him, and endanger'd the 
Loſs of his Country; how they, another time, 
induc'd him to deceive us in England, by re- 
ducing him to a Neceſſity of ſeperating from 
our Intereſt, after he had receiv'd Aſſiſtance 
from us in a good Sum of Money; how they 
hinder'd the Swedes from Arming in our favour, 
and drew Denmark from our Party, during our 
War with the Dutch, even at the ſame Time, 
when they ſeem'd to forward and favour us 
againſt Holland; and how they inſtigated the 
Dutch to put that Affront upon us, in endea- 
vouring to deſtroy our Ships within our o.] n 
Ports, thereby preſuming that ſo ſevere an Ex- 
aſperation would neceſſarily follow in our Minds 
againſt Holland, as would render us irreconci- 
lable to them, and engage us in a War ſo long, 
*tillwe ſhould waſte, and wear out one another's 
Men, and Shipping, and ſo at laſt be the leſs 
able to oppoſe France, which, at that time, was 
meditating: and forming ſuch a mighty Advance 
of her own Naval Power, as might enable her 
to contend againſt us both, when we ſhould ſee 
it our-Intereſt to unite againſt her hereafter. -. 
We ©: And 
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And the Truth is, the French Miniſters did 
herein act according to a right Underſtanding of 
their own Buſineſs : For they did, and do very well 
know, that, in order to the main End of graſping 
all, they ought to dread nothing more than a 

durable, and firm Friendſhip between us, and 
the United Provinces, as the only thing, that can 
ſet Boundsto their Ambition, and redeem Europe 
from that Yoke, which they were framing, and 
deviſing how to put about our Necks. It was 
therefore dextrouſly done of them, to find out 
a fine Artifice of Treachery to delude us both, 
and to ſpin out that War. For, in the very 
Heat of the War, they kept Negotiations ſtill 
on Foot, both in England and at the Hague; 
put on a Diſguiſe of Mediation, pretending to 
make us Friends, and to that Purpoſe made 
Offers, and Propoſals of Peace. It might be 
told, who were ſaid to be Inftruments on both 
| Sides, to carry this Project of Deluſion ſo far, 

that we in England were aſſur'd by the French, 

that the Dutch. were ſo well inclin'd to Peace, 
thar, for that time, they meant to lay up their 
Men of War; but then afterwards, the French 
underhand preſs*d-the ſaid Dutch with all Vigor, 
and Earneſtneſs imaginable to fit out their Fleet 
again, promiſing withal, that rather than fail they 
would join theirs to them againſt us. It was 
upon a Suppoſal, the French were true to us 
at that time, in Carrying on their pretended 

Propoſals of Peace, has we were made ſecure; 
ſlacken'd our Preparations that Year, and ſo a 
Surprize follow'd upon it. For the Dutch taking 

the Advantage of our Neglect, put to Sea, and 
before we could get in Readineſs to receive 
them, enter*d our River as high as Chatham. 
Thus was our Diſgrace brought about, as Report 

| went 
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went in thoſe Days : However admit it ſhould not 
be true, that the French were the Authors of that 
Counſel, yet it is Uunqueſtionable, that they knew 
of the Deſign, e're the Attempt was made. Ir 
was their Pretence of bringing about a Peace 
that render*d us ſecure, when indeed we had no 
Security but in a War, or in a Peace of our 
own making : Which may ſufficiently, inſtruct 
us, at our own Coſt, what Security is to be ex- 
pected from French Anity and Treaty. 

It was not long after, that we began to ſee 
che Convenience of Peace, inſomuch that a Treaty 
was concluded at Breda: And whereas one Arti- 
cle was, that the French ſhould reſtore unto us 
St. Chriſtophers, in the Manner and Form there- 
in expreſs'd; they nevertheleſs began again to 
abuſe us, and inſtead of performing it accord- 
ing to the very Letter, and true Meaning of 
the Article, they till, from time to time, upon 
ſeveral unjuſt and frivolous Pretences, put off 
his Majeſty's Coumiſſioners, that went to re- 
ceive it 3 till ſeeing a Neceſſity to comply 
with us in ſo ſmall a matter, they, after four 
Years Baffling, were pleas'd to deliver it. But 
' *tis to be noted, that before the Delivery of it, 
they deſtroy'd all the Plantations, plunderid and 
dl away all that was portable, laid the whole 
Country waſte, and left it in a worſe Condition, 
than if it had been never planted, and, as if 
the Detaining of his Majeſty*s Territories had not 
been ſufficient, they interrupted the Trade of 
his Majeſty's. Subjects in thoſe Parts; and, 
aſſuming to themſelves a Sovereignty in thoſe 
Seas, would not ſuffer any Ships, but thoſe of 
their own Nation to ſal by, or about their 
Ilands. ZN ny even 22 ſo far, as to 
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carry in many of our Veſſels as Prizes, and con- 
ehen 8 3 
But it is not in the Weſt India Trade only, that 
we have been thus us'd, ſince they have been ma- 
ny Years, and ſtill are, diminiſhing our Trade 
here at home. They deſign upon our. Cloth 
Trade, and many of our uſeful Manufactures, 
tempting away by Money the Makers to go, and 
ſettle in Fance, and by them have got their own 
People to be inſtructed in the making of them ; 
And, in the mean while, to advance, and en- 
courage their own Manufactures, and cauſe ours 
to lye upon our Hands, they lay heavy Impo- 
ſitions upon all Engliſh Cloth, and Stuffs, that 
are, or ſhall be imported into France ; which is 
the ready Way to ruine many -of our Mer- 
chants, and moſt of our Manufactures, and un- 
do thouſands of poor People, who depend upon 
them for their daily Subſiſtence. No wonder 
then if it ſhould be obſerv'd, that we do not of 
. Tate fend into France the fourth or fifth Part of 
what Goods, or Commodities, we formerly ſent 
over; nay I have heard that Monſieur Colbert, 
who was then one of their principal Miniſters, 
was conſulting with Merchants and others 
how -to give our Trade a farther Dimunition, 
while we (ſuch is the Fondneſs of our Nation 
are bewitch'd with an Affection of French Com- 
modities, tho* but meer Baubles, and Gewgaws, 
even tho' our own Workmen are more skilful, 
and out- do them in the making what is of their 
own Invention, yet (ſuch is our baſe folly) un- 
Teſs the Retailers of them do ſwear and lye too, 
that they are of French Make, there isno putting 
them off to Advantage at a quick Rate: Not- 
withſtanding all this however we are fond of 
having none but French about us; their Behaviour, 
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Houſe-Keeping (to the utter Extinction of the 


needy Men for Servants, their meer dietary 
Leeches, or ſcholaſtick Methodiſts (no better 
than moſt of our own) for Phyſicians, their 
Tooth-Drawers and Barbers, that had not Me- 
rit enough to earn their Bread at home, for our 
admir'd Surgeons. French Muſick, French 
Dancing - Maſters, a French Air in our very Coun- 


(pardon me, if thus far, in Zeal to my own Coun- 

try, and Indignation to them, I a little Digreſs) 

Any thing that ſpeaks French, is our Delight; and 

ſuch is the Witchcraft alſo upon the other Na- 

tions of Europe, that, having made the French 
Language and Humours univerſal, I cannot but 
look on it as a ſad Omen of univerſal Slavery; 

for as much as both Divines and Politicians have, 

by the Courſe of God's Providence, and Reve- 
lutions paſt in the World, obſerv'd, that one Na- 
tion's taking its Language from another, and 
preferring it before their own, hath uſually been 
a Fore- runner of, and prepar'd the Way for its 
Conqueſt. No marvel then, that the French are 
carry d on, and elevated with the Ambition and 
Belief of Conquering all, when they ſee all ſo 
fondly doting on their more effeminate Language, 
Faſhions, and People. Its high time therefore 
that we teturn to our old Engliſb Spirit and Hu- 
mour, which naturally is more Grave, Manly, 
and Martial, and by its native couragious Tem- 
per; ſufficiently enabled (as of old) to allay their 
Heat, and cure them of their artful Conduct and 
and pretenſive Valou r...... 
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their Faſhions, their Garb, their mean Way of 


noble Way of old Engliſh Hoſpitality) their 


tenances, French Complements, French Grimaces 
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But (to return where I left off) there's much 
more Fear of their pretended Friendſhip, and 
certain Falſhood, than of any Thing elſe they 
can do, notwithſtanding all their Numbers, as 
may be collected out of the memorable Stories 
of Crefſy and Agincourt, of which laſt, they have 
in their Chronicle left this diſmal Note; La Mau 
vaiſe Fournei d Agincourt; ſo that it behoves us 
to have an Eye to their Treachery, Treaties and 
Peace, more dangerous than War, or any hoſtile 
Attempts, they can make upon us. 91 
If thoſe particulars (which we have hitherto 
mention*d) be not enough to paint them out in 
their true Colours, let us next call to mind, how 
falſly they dealt with us in the laſt Dutch War. 
Under Pretence, and Appearance of a hearty 
Conjunction with us in the Undertaking it ſelf, 
they made us to believe they would be principal 
in the War, and be content that our Forces 
ſhould ſecond them only as Auxiliaries; but as 
ſoon as they thought they had engag'd us ſo far 
in the Buſineſs, that we could not well go back; 
nor take new Counſels, they, in all Princes 
Court, declar'd, that it was not their Quarrel, 
and that they were engag'd in it only to affiſt us, 
which was a friendly Manner to render us as lia» 
ble, as they could, to the Diſpleaſure of other 
Princes, that diſlik'd the War, and to excuſe 
themſelves, though they had been the chief Con- 
trivers and Fomenters of it. 
In the next Place we cannot omit to remind 
our Reader, how ſtrangely they behav'd towards 
us at Sea, when they ſhould have aſſiſted wy 
the Battle, that was fought under the Condu 
of his moſt illuſtrious Highneſs Prince Rupert; 
when, by reaſon of their ſtanding at a Diſtance 
in the very Heat and Streſs of the * 
| _ anc 
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and never coming to aſſiſt him, they did ſuffici- 
ently manifeſt, that their Squadron of Ships was 
ſent only to be Spectators to learn to fight, or 1 
for other Ends, rather than to act in it. And 
truly his Highneſs, that Day, gave them an He- 
roick Example of Skill and Courage, when he 
was ſet upon by two of the Dutch Squadrons to- 
gether; one of which, the Admiral of the French 
Squadron ought to have engag'd according to 
Orders, which his Highneſs had ſent to him the 
Day before: But he, not coming in (tho? the 
Wind all the Day ſtood fair for him) his Higb- 5 
neſs was left alone to bear the Brunt of the En- i. 
gagement with two of the Enemies Squadrons at "RY 
once. And: tho? his Ship was ſurrounded on 
all Sides, yet he ſo nobly acquitted himſelf 
that he not only made his own Way out of 
that great Diſtreſs, but giving a couragious 
Example to the reſt of his Squadron, went with 
them, and aſſiſted the other Squadron of ours, 
which was engag'd againſt Vice Admiral Tramp 
at a great Diſtance, in a ſeparate Fight, contrary 
It ſhould be remember'd likewiſe, that as he E 
made up to their Aſſiſtance, his Squadron by the 
Way ſtill fought the Dutch, which kept ſide by 
fide with our Ships at ſome Diſtance, all the while 
both Squadrons firing at one another. The De- 
ſign of the Dutch in doing this was to hinder the 
Prince from giving the Aſſiſtance he intended; 
which being nevertheleſs effected by his Highneſs, | 
and the Dutch Admirals perceiving that they could 
not prevent it, and that their Ships were conſidera» | 
bly damag*d, made fail away for their own Coaſts. 1 
But had the French Squadron under the Command | oY 
of the Count D*Eſtrees done their Duty, and come | 
into ſecond the Prince any Hour of the _— as e 
| they 


— —— —— —— — — ͥ — — PERS a 
* 
. 
- 


40 Remarks on the Proceedings 


they eaſily might have done (the Wind ſtanding - 
fair as we ic before) it is evident that we might . 
have had, at that Time, one of the moſt glorious 
and compleat Victories, that ever was obtain'd 
by Sea. This was afterwards acknowledg'd. and 
atteſted by Monſieur Mariell, the Count d' Eſtrees 
own Vice Admiral; who, like an honeſt Man, 
attempted to have come in with a few of his 
Ships but could not, and afterwards, becauſe he 
was ſo forward to have fought, and becauſe he 
blam*d his Admiral, when he return'd to Paris, 
he was call'd to an Account, and committed to 
Priſon; whereas the Count, having follow'd the 
private Inſtructions of the French Miniſters, was 
continu'd in Honour and Command. 
From all which Circumſtances it plainly ap- 
pears, that he had privy Orders and Inſtructions 
only to ſtand and look on, while we, and the 
Dutch, ſhould be tearing and deſtroying one 
another ; - becauſe otherwiſe (in order to vindicate 
the Honour of France, and its Miniſters) they 
would doubtleſs have made him anſwer for that 
egregious Piece of Treachery with the Price of 
PL Ti (Ems . 
I intend as much Brevity as may be, and 
therefore have forborn to touch upon all the Cir- 
cumſtances of this Affair; but thus much is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to give the Reader a Proof of 
the French Good- will and Faithfulneſs to England, 
as well as to all other Nations, that have had, 
or ſhall have, any Dealings with them. 
In the next Place we are to conſider, how 
they dealt with us, in order to put an End to 
this War; which, as we had enter'd into jointly 
with the French, nothing doubtleſs ſhou'd have 
been attempted by either Power, in order 
to end it, but what wou'd carry. a fair Reſ- 
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us in this Affair likewiſ G. . 
The States General of the United Provinces, ha- 
ving nominated ſeveral Deputies to be ſent, ſome 
to his Majeſty of England, and others to the 
French Ning, to know of them, upon what Terms 
they would be willing to agree and come to a2 
Peace; his Majeſty (as it was a Virtue innate in 
his own Royal Temper): intended to deal moſt 
juſtly with the French King upon this Occaſion 
and therefore to avoid giving him any Offence 1 
or Jealouſy, and being loath to do any Thing 3 
in the Affair, without a Communication of Coun- | 

cils, immediately ſent him Word, that ſuch De- 

puties were arriv'd at London, and would not ſo 

much as hear what their Errand was, without 

the Privity of France, ſuppoſing that he ſhou'd 

have a ſuitable Return from thencdge. 

But the French in the mean Time, were guil- 

ty of a quite contrary Behaviour: For no ſooner 

were the other Deputies arriv'd at the French 

Court, but they were preſently viſited and careſs'd 

by two Secretaries of State, and, without further 

Delay, it was demanded of them; firft, if they 

had full Power from their Maſters to treat; and 

next, what Propoſals they would make in order 

to a ſpeedy Peace. The Deputies defir'd rather to 

know, fr/t, what Propoſals the French Miniſters 

would make : Whereupon (to haſten them to a 
Concluſton of the Work) the French told them, 

they were to underſtand, that what their Maſter 

the King had conquer'd by his Arms in Holland, 

he would not part with, unleſs they gave him i 
an Equivalent, as well for thoſe Places, as for 

any others, that he ſhould conquer before the Con- 
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This Anſwer made the Deputies immediately 
diſpatch M. Degroot, one of their Members to 
the Hague, who was ſent back again with 
Inſtructions to Amezongen, authorizing him, and 
his Fellow Deputies, to conclude a Peace with 
the French. He was no ſooner arriv*d, but Mon- 
ſieur de Louvoy one of the Prime Miniſters of 
State, made ſhort Work of it, and deliver'd the 
uteb Deputies @ Project of the Treaty, or rather the 
Jemands of the King his Maſter; upon the 
Grant whereof (as he ſaid) he would be both wil- 
ling and ready to return to his former Amity 
with the States Generul, and conclude a firm 
Peace with them. WY Os 7 po Ds 
This certainly was a very bad Return for the 
open and generous Dealings of the King of Eng- 
land: For we muſt obſerve, that though the War 
was made jointly, and ſo no doubt, it was not 
to be ended, without reſpect had to the Intereſts 
of each Party concern'd therein (which was fair- 
ly meant, and obferv'd by his Majeſty on our 
Part) yet they had ſo little Regard to us, that 
they not only propos'd and enter'd upon a T rea- 
ty without our Privity, or Conſent, but wou'd 
have concluded it without us, and upon ſepa» 
rate Conditions to their own Advantage only, 
and thereby made their Monarch perfectly ſole 
Maſter of the United Provinces, as if he had con- 
quer'd all by the Sword. 8 © 


* . 


For a clearer Underſtanding: of their Intents, 
it ought to be obſerv'd likewiſe, that, the Heer 
de Groot, going the ſecond Time from Amezon- 
gen to the Hague with the Articles of the ſeparate 
Treaty; when he arriv'd there, the States finding 
that there was nothing in them concerning Eng- 
England he acquainted: them, that the French 
Miniſters had told him the States his Maſters 
87 | Were 
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were to deal, as they pleasd, with England 
and make an End of the War as cheap as 
they could; becauſe: (as they pretended) they 
were not bound by Treaty, to procure the 
Engliſh any Advantages. And thus no more 
Notice was taken of his Britannick Majeſty, nor 
greater care of his Intereſts, than if he had never 
been concern'd in the War, or in any League 
at all with the French; inſomuch, that, if by | 
wonderful Providence this ſeparate Treaty had 
not been broken off, Europe might have been 
in greater Hazard of its Liberty, and we of 
our Safety, by a ſettled Sway and Dominion of 
the French in the United Provinces.” 3 
Mauch more might be added, to ſhew the foul 
Play of the French with us, at that time, and 
afterwards, when the Duke of Buckingham, and 
Lord Arlington were ſent hence into Holland: 
But this, I think, is enough to diſcover their 
friendly Behaviour, during that joint War, Anno 
Dom. 1673. ſince which Period of Time, we 
ſhall now proceed to conſider in what manner 
they have dealt with us 
The Amity indeed was continu'd, but till 
that Nation never ceas'd to do us one Injury 
or other, and no ſufficient Redreſs hath ever 
been obrain'd, tho Complaints were made, and 
Reparation earneſtly ſought. for, as is plain and 
evident from the many Affronts and Violences 
done to us upon our Merchants Ships at Sea by 
the French Privateers; ſince but yery few of 
them, were reſtor d, and in which the Owners 
found the Remedy worſe than the Diſeaſe, be- 
cauſe the tedigus Delay, hroyght ſuch Charge 
upon them, that the Benefic accrewing. from 
the Reſtitution would not countervail their Ex- 
pences in Attendance at the Court of France. 
G | For 
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For the Clearing of this Matter, it cannot 
be amiſs to give the Reader here at large an Ac- 
count touching the Event of ſuch Applications, 
as were made to his Majeſty for Redreſs at the 

— Council-Board at Whitehall, and to the Com- 
mittee of Trade, belonging to his moſt honoura- 
ble 1 Council. 3 


14 


J 97 5 5 
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At the court: at 1 bitcball ihe 
| Arth of Aunt, 1676. 


55 © Preſent the Ki ings 401 bes Ma ef 
© in Council, the Right Hon the 
Lords of the Committee of Trade did 
this Day preſent unto his Majeſty. in 
Council, a Report touching the. Injuries 
© which his Subjects did ſuſtain by French 
1&6 We rs in FR Horgs £ K 70.7 
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K 


2 it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


Here was preſented unto your Majeſty | 
in Council on the 31ſt Day of May 
6 laſt a Petition in the Name of all the Mer- 
« chants of London, and other Places, concern'd 
in the ſeveral Ships ESL by che French Pri- 

© vateers, 
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- the Navigation of your Su 
„ Wherefore your Petitioners! humbly implo- 


; of. 5 e Count. I 


vateers;.: and carry d into ſeveral Ports of that 


Kingdom, ani | Wis Complaints conſiſted” of 
the Points following. 


Firſt, That the Ships, hd, Grads of your 


Majeſty” 8 Subjects, though mann'd according 


to the Act of Navigation, and furniſh'd with 
all neceſſary Paſſes, were daily ſeiz d, carry'd 


into Dunkirk, Calais, Sherbrook, and other 
Ports; the Maſters and Mariners, kept cloſe 
Priſoners to force them by Hardſhips to abuſe 


the Owners, or elſe for Relief of their own 


Neceſlities (being, commonly ſtripp'd and plun- 


der'd) to enter into the Privateer*s Service, 
which great Numbers have done with Lerner 


nicious Effects. 

© Secondly, That the Delay and Charge of pro- 
| ſecuting the Law in France, does commonly 
make the Owners to become Loſers of ai the 
Value, when eyer they are ſucceſsful. 


© Third, That there is no Reparation, ever 


gotten from Privateers, for what they plunder 
| and embezzle, which makes them freely ſeize. 


upon. all they meet, and . moleſt 
LS 97 0 


ring your Majeſty's Protection, and Relief, 
your Majeſty was thereupon graciouſly ie ; 
out of a Senſe of your Subjects Sufferings, to 


command that ſome F. rigates ſhould ſail forth 


to clear the Coaſts of thoſe Privateers, to ſeize 
them, and bring ſuch as had offended to make 
Reſtitution, and your Majeſty, did further or- 
der, that the Committee of Trade, ſhould well 

take Notice of the particular Caſes. and Com- 
* plaints depending (that ſuch of them as were 
of Weight and Merit might be fitted to re- 
ceive your moſt Gracious Recommendation 


for 
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for Relief) as to ſurvey the whole Number of 


© Seizures,” which have been made on your Sub- 


« jets, in order to lay before your Majeſty what 
«. Hardſhips have been ſuftain'd at Sea, and what 
Sort of Juſtice hath been adminiſtred in France, 
with their Opinion of what | is tit to advife your 


« n therein. 


In Gbedience to which Command, we have 


© hereunto annex'd a Liſt of ſach Ships as have 


been ſeiz d, to the Number of 53; and the 
1 Caſes wherein the Owners have repair'd unto 

your Majeſty either in your Council, or. 
your Secretary of State for Relief; which as in 
the general it ſuppoſes a Juſtice in ſuch Co 

« las ſo it leaves a Suſpicion of great Hard- ; 
« ſhip in the Methods of Addrefs, and the Num- 
be r of Captures is no ſmall Proof of the Faci- 
s lity of Condemnation. 

How many other helpleſs Men, there have 
© been / beſides the ſaid Cafes) who have not had 
Ability to profecute, or how many of theſe 
+ Caſes have been favour'd with Redreſs, we 


cannot certainly underſtand, till the Informati- 


on we have ſought for comes from Paris, which 
may alſo enable us to compleat cheir Circum- 
© ſtances of every Caſe, _ 
But in the mean Time, ſuch of all the In: 

© ſtances of Redrefs, as are come tp our * 

© ledge, we have not fail'd in the Margin, to 
make mention of them, being in Numb 4 


8 ſeven. 


While we were in the midſt of this Profect- 


„ tion, Mr. Secretary Coventry does on the 6th 


© Inftant preſent unto the Committee a Paper, 
<4 which he receiv'd from the French Ambaſſador 


© Monſieur Courtin relating to thoſe Matters, 


Cy and the Contents thereof are as follows. Fo | 
An 


ef rhe Faxen Coun RT, 47 
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8 Ah Extinct of a Letter from Moofiear Col- 
gert to Monſicut de Pomponne one of the 


+ French King's Secretaries written the 2 8th 
3 SF June, 1676. 


4 O R what concerns the Prizes, it al bs a a 
F difficult Matter to anſwer-to all the Caſes con- 
tain'd in Monfieur Courtin's Letter; what 


2 Joy 15, 
1 the GA Lo Marine Afairs < 5 every 
Friday at. St. Germains. 

" That all Privateers and Reclaimers know. it. . 
Wat Sir Ellis Leighton nominated by the Eng- 
liſh Ambaſſador, bath always notice of it, and ws 
preſent 1 

That not a Week paſſes, but I give him two. or 
three Audiences, and oftentimes I ſend for bim on 
Purpoſe z, z bis Reaſons are all reported, read, and 


examin 


As like are all Petitions of 1 and I 
ſhall tell you more, I acquaint bim with the Rea- 
ſons upon which Fudgment is given, | 
In giving Fudgement, all Veſſels which have . any 
Er hs of being Engliſh, are releafd; and ve- 
often, and almoſt always (although we are ſatis- 
ford that the Ships are Dutch) they are releas'd, 
becauſe there is ſome Appearance of their being Eng- 


liſh, and every Thing is judg'd favourable Rr that 
Nation, and it is true, that all Ships that are ta- 


ken, are of Dutch built, that they never were in 
England, that the Documents are for Perſons un- 
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known, and which are not oftentimes ſo much as 


namd, that they carry 


with them only ſome Sea 


Briefs from Waterford, or ſome other Town in 
Ireland, or Scotland; that the whele Ship's Com- 
pany depoſes, they were ſent to Holland, that we 


have found on Board three or four Veſſels, Bills of 


Accounts, by which it is ſeen the Engliſh took to, 
three, or four per Cent. for 17 of Ships; and 


although it is impoſſible to avoid co 


iſcating them, 


yet theſe are the Ships, which make ſuch à Noiſe in 
England. 3 e 
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In Anſwer to which Remarks, though it be 


true, that all Reſpect imaginable * be 
iven to what Miniſters of that Conſideration 


do pronounce, yet there heing ſome Difference 


between them who feel the Smart, and thoſe 
who feel it not; we ſhall inſiſt on ſome Parti- 


culars, that your Majeſty may diſcern whether 


your Subjects are fortunate in their Freedom of 
Trade at Sea, or in the Helps of Juſtice, when 


they are ſeiz'd, as the Report and Information 
of the Letter will ſeem to make out: For as it 


magnifies the Favour which is exercis'd in 
France, the Facility in all Addreſſes, and the 
Tenderneſs to relieve Engh/hmen in all Com- 
plaints; ſo we cannot on this Subject, but own 
to your Majeſty the very different Reſentments 
we have thereof: For we underſtand that when 
Engliſh Ships are brought into the Ports of 
France, many of the Mariners complaining of 
ill Treatment, and ſome of Torment, their 
Papers being ſeiz d, and their Perſons in Re- 
ſtraint, *till all Examinations are prepar'd; 
then are all their Writings, ſent up to the Pri- 

vy Council at St. Germains, and their Judg- 


ment definitively given. Seldom are any of 


© the 


We , ln * oF l 
* 1 
N 


= the Pisten Con“ 4 


6 theReafons of Condemmmion menti6n'd i in the 


Dectee, and never any Appeal, or Reviſien' 
admitted of, ſo it was until the 20th of Ju 
laſt, and whether this be the Tenderneſs, or 
* the Juſtice which is mention'd, we de hot 
* know, but we are well aſſur'd, that the Me- 
* thods of your Majeſty? s Clemency and. Juftice' 
on like Occaſion: have been far otherwiſe; and 
we appeal to the preſent Ambaſſador, Mon- 
* ſreur Courtin, if almoſt in all Caſes that he or 
any of the Ambaſſadors thought fir to own 
when his Excellency was here before, and your = 
* Majeſty in War with Holland, ſeizing many 
„Ships as Prizes, and under great Suſpieſen 
* claim'd by the French, whether it were not very 
* cuſtomary to have a ſhort Reference, "and 4 
3 „ fummary Examination of all Papers by che 
Judge of the Admiralty in his Chamber; and 
* thac if any Thing appear'd fair in ehe Cale, 
* whether the Ships were not immediately” tes 
© leas'd without Law, Charge, or Delay. 
And *owill not be out of Seaſon, we dope; to 
annex hereunto, the Copy of am Order of the 
22d. of July, 1665. ſign'd by the them Lords 
* Commiſſioners of Prizes, where it wilt appear 
that eighteen Freneb Ships which were laden 
* with Wine and Brandy, being at Dover, and 
* detain'd as Prizes, were all eighteemby ene Or: 
der diſcharg' d without any Law, or even the 
Ceremony of the Judge's Examination, being 
8 i the ciel the Am baſfador's Word, 
© affirming that they belong d to the Freutcb. 
© As fon the Matter of Reviſſons or — 
* after Sentence in the Court of Admiralty here, 
* we know his Excellency wil alſo remember, 
* that never. any Man was dety'd his Liberty 
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C foletacion. being had of the time they were in 


* when the French Owners, as it hath happen'd, 
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gave a ſtanding Commiſſion for appeals/in all 
«Caſes of Prizes, and fill'd it with: the Lords 
of your Council only, that every: Caſe might 

receive a candid as well as M ee 
< Determination, _ | 

We might alſo pur your Majeſty: in Mind, i 
that during the whole Term of your League 
© with France, whenever any French Ships were 
© ſeiz'd by the Hollanders, and afterwards re- 
taken by his Majeſty's Frigates, ſuch French 
© Ships were always reſtor*d on Demand, no Con- 


<, * Poſſeſſion of the Hollander, whether a Month, 
two, or three, as ſometimes they were; and 


knew not of ſuch Retaking, but that the Ship 
das according to La condemn'd to your Ma- 
jeſty, and fold with other Prizes; yet the 
4 Claimer appearing, your Majeſty hath order*d 
the Money and Product of the Ships t to be re- 
_ © ſtor'd unto him. . 
Such various Methods of jules ind Cte- | 
< mency, might have entitled your Majeſty to a 


tageous Effects. 

« As to the other Part of the ſaid Paper, it 
© ſeems to contain very harſh Imputations in the 
Trade of your Majeſty's Subjects, and from 
* ſome ill Practice perhaps found out (as every 
© where: there may be Inſtances of the like.) 
General Rules are made, and ſevere Impreſſions 
taken, which having enter'd the Thoughts of 
ſome eminent Miniſters, we muſt not wonder 
how frequent, and how multiply?d ſoever your 
Majeſty's Recommendations for Juſtice are, 
that the Events for Trials prove ſo unfortu- 
nate if Four Majeſty will but vouchſafe 0 

"oh 


Co 8 oF a 


= 


of the Faancn Cover. Fx 


« caſt:your Eye on the Cauſes here aber you 

© will ſoon ſee, OTE 

Whether (as it is imputed) all the Ships taken 
* are Dutch. Built? 1145 

. Whether they gre: all fuch a as never were in 

0 En land? 4 


Fecher all the Maſters oh all the Mari- 
ners are Dutch 2/47 1 1 12 © 


4 known, and oftentimes not nam' d? 


than one Ship from Waterford, and but ſix from 
« the reſt. of all Ireland, dur from Scotland not 
ſo much as one. ban 
Whether it is credible. all ph Ships Com- 
pany do ſwear they are ſent to Holland, when 
* ſo many are N even een, from Hol- 


Tour Majeſty may ew how' many Ships in 


£ fours, Eugliſb Karina, Engliſh Owners, ſome 
of them en to your Majeſty, and to whom 
the beſt Papers your Majeſty, or your Mini- 


given but all in van. i Dan 

So that if the Caſe be in the General quite 
different from what in the General is repre- 
* ſented,” we hope it will be no Crime for your 


England, when they are hurt, and when they 
* ſee their Goods taken from them by Violence; 


and chat Violence rather n thanked 7 7770 
by Law). 


14 


Tis not for the Codtitinnation paſt o on chil 
very ill Caſes enumerated, that your Subjects 
do fall uh for it were to their Advantage, 
uch were puniſt'd and deterr*d from 

H 4D NT Trade 
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Whether the Docurohts be ler Peron. 
Whether in the whole Liiſt, there bs tte 


4 land? | E 6 £57 Af 18 © ko 3 


the Liſt are En giſo Built, taken with Engliſs Co- 


ters can ſign,” or the Treaties do require, ate, | 


þ Majeſty's Subjects to make ſome Noiſe in 
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Profit, which the Favour of the preſent Con- 
Juncture ſeems wholly to appropriate to this 
* Kingdom. 98 85 e 
And ſurely your Majeſty and the whole 
* Kingdom did reckon upon this Advantage, and 
the Extent of Trade chat would naturally flow, 
© as one of the greateſt Fruits, and Bleſſings of 
* your Peace ſo that your Majeſty being ſen- 
* ſible of great Decay and Loſs of Engliſb trading 
Ships in the late War, did think it adviſable to 
admit your Subjects to repair themſelves on 
< the ſudden by purchaſing of Foreign Ships; 
© and your Majeſty by our Authority made them 
fee and fit to partake in the Benefit of Engh/b 
Ships, to the Diminution of thoſe higher Cu- 
©. toms, which otherwiſe ſuch Ships were oblig'd 
to pay, and while your Subjects, with theſe 
band with their on home built Ships, are in 
_ © Pyoſecution of the ſaid Advantages, While 
eyery Man is invited by the Conjuncture to 
venture more, and to enlarge his Trade, while 
* by a general Truſt in the Peace and Alliance 
your Majeſty holds with all your Neighbours f 
round about, they are led to go abroad un- 
*,arm'd and without Defence, we cannot but 
* Jament it as a great Misfortune and Diſap- 
*. pointment, to obſerve how theſe your Majeſty's 
Subjects are frequently made a Prey of, and ve- 
* ry evily treated both at Sea and Land. _ 
_ . 5, Wherefore conſidering that the Root of al 
© theſe Diforders ariſes from the Violence and 
* Rapine of the French Capers, who ought 10 
© be: look'd an as Diſturbers of the publick 
+ between the two Crowns, we are humbly ; 
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jects, and having a great Senſe and Reſent- 
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1 8 Opinion, that your Majeſty has juft Occaſion 
s from the Injuries paſt, and thoſe which are 


1 ——— and which do every Day m- 
« creaſe, to Gl A very ſerious Repreſentation. 


of all unto his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ; and not 
only preſs for ſome better Method of repair- 


ing the Grievances mention'd, but earneſtly to 
© infiſt on the Calling in of all Privateers, or elſe 
your Majeſty muſt do right, and give Defence 


to your Subjects from all the Inſolencies which 
they ſo trequently meet. All TW is s$ moſt 


* 


| Council Chamber 3 if * 1676. 


Angleſey, Finch. C. 
Bath, Bridgwater, 
Craven, H, Coventry, 


J. Ernle, 6, Cartret. 
e | Robert urea 


His Majeſty 60 IE into his Grions Conſide · 


ration the daily Complaints of his Sub- 


ment of their ili Uſage, hath thought fir 
to approve of the ſaid Report, and is there- 
fore graciouſſy pleas d to Order and its 
| e order d achardlngly. . : # 


HA 7 the Right Hen. Mr. FORE, y Coven: 
1 try do immediately tranſmit to bis. Maije'y's 
 » Ambaſſador at — 5 4 Copy thereof; that 5 


the evil and unhappy State of theſe Things may be 
Mage known in that — and the Remedies preſs 


fo 
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for in bit Majeſty's Name, which are praposd by 


the ſaid Report; and Mr. Secretary is alſo to attend 
ſentation, and to expoſtulate upon all theſe Hard- 
Hips, and the little Remedy given to his Majeſty's 


 Subjefts, either. on the Merits of their Canfes, or 


the Recommendations of them by bis Majeſty. That 


 Diſpleaſure herein, and tbe reaſonable Diſcontent of 
Eis Subjects, there may be by his Care ſuch lively 


Impreſſions bereof fir d with the King bis Maſter, - 
and the Miniſters of France, as may redreſs ibe 
Evils that are complain'd of, and obtain the juſt 
Remedies ubich are propos'd. 
$37 Philip Loyd. 


To theſe Evidences, I might add the Liſt of 


ſeveral Ships belonging to our Engliſo Mer- 
chants, taken by French Privateers ſince Decem- 


ber, 1673. which was alſo preſented to the Right 
Hon. the Committee of his Majeſty's Privy Coun- 
eil for Trade; and by them to his Majeſty, toge- 
ther with the Names of their Owners, and their 


other Circumſtances; but it wou'd be too copi-. _ 


ous for this Place, and therefore ?tis ſufficient 
for me to ſhew the Reader only an Account of 
the Buſineſs it ſelf; of the great Care and Pains 
of the Lords of the Councils Committee for Trade; 
and of his Majeſty's Royal Reſentment of the 
Sufferings of his Subjects, and the Abuſes put 

upon Great Britain, which may teſtify, that no 
Nation under Heaven cou'd have better Rea- 
ſons to juſtify a War, than England had for the 
many Diſhonours, Affronts and Injuries done us, 
in return to his Majeſty's great Integrity, and 
fair Carriage, his wiſe and prudent Adminiftra- 
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tion, togerher with the Care and Diligence, of. 
His able Miniſters. 4) of fon 4 1 
-- Nay; that this Unialrhfulnes 7 theirs MOVERS 
us is ingrafted in their very Nature, which will 
farther appear, not only from our own but from 
Accounts given us by other Hiſtorians. All the 
Time that Scotland was under a Crown ſeparate 
from England, it was perpetually made uſe of by 
France (when any Difficulties were upon us) as a 
back Door to enter, diſturb, weaken, and attempt 
vs here in England; but, ſince the happy Union of 
the two Crowns under King James, they were 
at a Loſs, all his Reign, how to diſturb us by 
their wonted Way, until they got an Opportu- 
nity to plague us by encouraging a boiſterous and 
outrageous Party in Scotland, not only to pour in 
upon us Confuſion and Deſolation, but as it 
| were, to open Pandora's Box, varniſh'd over with 
the Name of the Holy. Diſcipline, and fill'd with 
all the Plagues of Egypt, to make our Nation 
- miſerable; I mean Presbytery, the pious Mother, 
| Nurſe and Seminary of Civil Wars, and perpe- 
tual Factions among us; ſo that, for the Foun- 
dation of the Civil War, which brought ſo much 
Miſchief upon us, we were beholden to France, 
among the other good Deeds they have done to 
our Nation; but that I may no longer talk in 
the Clouds, the plain State of the Caſe is this. 
The French having long had a Deſign of con- 
quering the Spaniſh Low Countries, and concei- 
- ving it was no Time to diſcover or attempt it, 
as long as England ſhould be in a Condition to 
hinder it, in order to remove this Impediment | 
out of the Way, and the better to attaintheirEnds, | 
they thought it expedient in the firſt Place to em- 
broil the King of England, that inſtead of look - 
ing to Concerns 1 he might be employ'd 


Ac 
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at home by a factious Party of his Scotifor Sub- 
jets, who before, and in the Year 1649, had 
 ſhewn themſelves very vexatious and trouble- 
ſome to his Majeſty's Government, about the 


| Affair of Kirk-Di/cipline, and its Government by 
Biſhops: This'was matter combuſtible enough 
j for France to work upon, and blow into a Flame: 


So that Cardinal Richelieu, Grand, Miniſter of 
State to the French King, giving his Agents in 


Scotland large Promiſes and Encouragements, 
k fill into a Communion of Councils with them; 


| whereby the Faction was agitated into a down- 
1 right Rebellion, under the Name of ſeeking a 

Reformation ; wherenpon Reſolutions were taken 
for an Invaſion of England, which was effected; 
and the Scots. making their Way with an Army 
as far as Newcaſtle, took Poſſeſſion of it; but 
by the King's Prudence however, they were ſent 
home again, and a Pacification was made, which 

his Majeſty was in Hopes wou'd have had its Ef- 

fet. But this not ſuiting with the Mind of the 
French Miniſtry, and Richelieu finding, that there 
was a Fermentation of the like Diſcontents, and 
fome Proſpect of the ſame Deſigns in England 
for the Cauſe or rather Pretence of Religion, the 
Bellows were blown here alſo by the ſame Hands 
fome of the Heads of the Faction here were 
brought to an amicable Correſpondence of Coun- 
cils and Reſolutions with their Friends of Scot- 
land; a conjunct Deſign was laid for a ſecond In. 
vaſion upon England, under the Name of brother 
by Aſiſtance; and the Platform of the ſolemn League 


e 


and: Covenant was then propos d, and approv'd 

by the Agents of their Friend Richelieu, to be ſet 
en Foot firſt in Scotland; and by Agreement 

_ afterwards: to be tranſmitted in due Time, into 

England. In the mean while the Parliament ol 


forty. 
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forty one being call'd, Matters began to ripen 


* 


apace for their Purpoſe, by Means of a pre- 
valent Faction in the Houſe, which ſo much 
alarm'd the King and the Court, that he 


conceiv'd it was high Time to prevent the 


* 


growing Evil, by diſcovering, ſeizing, and ac- 


cuſing ſome of the Heads of the Faion, viz. 


a Lord, and five Members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons. The Articles of the Charge exhibited 
againſt them were in Number ſeven, one of 
which was, That they had yoo invited, and 

encourag d a Foreign Power to invade his Mayefty*s 


| Kingdom of England; which was fo true, that he 
deſir'd a Tryaß of them: But their Tarty in the 
Houſe, not daring to permit it to be put to Proo 
for fear of further Detection us'd Means to diſ- 


ut to Proof, 


them: And ſo che Affair of the Covenant, and the 
other Effects of that Invitation ran the more round- 
ly on, to a Ripeneſs and final Diſpatch in Scotland. 


ſuade the King from further Proceeding againſt 


By the Time that the Sun in its Courſe 


brought on the Year 1643, began the ſecond 
Invaſion of England, when the factious Part 


flourtſh'd their Colours with this infolent and 
incongruous Motto; For the Crown, and Co- 


_ venant of both Kingdoms, From whence we may 


perceive how far, we were beholden to France 
for all the Miſeries of the enſuing War, and the 
numerous Brood of Factions, which.ifk'd thence 
in England, Scotland, and Ireland: And as to the 


Truth of this, we might have had undeniable | 


Evidence, upon the Tryal of thoſe, whom the 
King had then charg'd with Treaſon, if the Tem- 


per of that Time would have 8 a fair 


rofecution : However it was ſufficiently talk d 


ol in thoſe Days, and, I, remember, I have ſeen 


a Book in the French Tongue, which was print- 


ed 
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ed by Adrian Valc, at the Hague, in the third 
Part whereof are eight Chapters, and over the 
ſecond Chapter is this Title. Le Cardinal de 
Richelieu la Cauſe des Deſorders arrive en Angle- 
| terre. That is to ſay, Cardinal Richelieu the Cauſe of 
the Diſorders befallen England; which he brought 
in, as we ſaid before, by the Way of Scotland, 
with an Intent to ruin our Peace, in the Royal 
Family, the Church, and the whole State and 
Government of theſe Realms, © 
But to obſerve farther how this tampering 
with, and corrupting other Princes Subjects, 
is an old Game, which the French Miniſters 
have ever been playing all over Europe; we 
ſhould remember how the ſame - Richelieu 
wrought the Revolt of Portugal from the Spa- 
niard, and the Rebellion in Catalonia, and car- 
ry'd on the Wars in both thoſe Countries, to 
bring down the Power of Spain; how he inſti- 
gated the Swede, under Guſtavus Adolpbus, to 
invade the Empire; and then the Emperor's Gene- 
ral Walleſtein to betray the Imperial Army, by 
Whoſe ſudden Death, the French King loſt the 
Kru Opportunity, of working himſelf into a 
oſſeſſion of the Imperial Throne ; how Cardinal 
Mazarine, after him, carry'd on the popular Com- 
motions, rais'd by Maſſanello, in the Kingdom 
of Naples, by ſending thither the Duke of Guiſe 
to be their Head to the almoſt wreſting of that 
- Kingdom out of the Hands of the Spaniard 3 
how the French Intrigues ſo far prevail'd in Spain 
as to turn the Queenu-Mother out of her Regency, 
and drive out her Favourites (ſuch as the Car- 
dinal thought moſt fit and firm for the young 
King's Safety) in order to put him into other 
Hands, and turn . that Court topſy- 
turvy, that the Spaniards being held in play, 


| 
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by their own Diviſions at home might be leſs 
able to have regard to the Preſervation of the 
Flemings, or to the carrying on of a joint War 
with the Holla nders; how they have been the 
common Enemies of every State; have deſtroy*d 
the Peace of Government every where; have 
ſown Factions in all princely Courts, in their 
Councils, and among ſuch of the Subjects, as 
were Malecontents; or have ſet one Prince 
againſt another by Turns, as they did in the 
Caſe of the Prince Elector Palatine, with the 
Elector of Mentz, between whom they rais'd con- 
tinual Quarrels, at one time taking part with 
the Elector Palatine againſt Meniz, and at ano- 

ther with Mentz againſt the Elecktor, until they 
had miſerably harraſs'd, and waſted his Coun- 
Nor can it be forgotten, what they did to cor- 


rupt the Emperor's Council, by means of his own _ 


Favorite Prince Lobcowitz, whom they brib'd to 
betray their Maſter's Councils and Affairs, the 
like Intrigues, which they carry'd on with the 
Prince of Furſtenburg, and his Brother; what they 
did in the United Provinces to incommode his 
Highneſs the Prince of Orange, by encouraging 
the de Wits, and the Lovenſtein Republican Par- 
ty, againſt the Princely; what they did to 
annoy the Emperor, by foſtering a Rebellion 
againſt him in Hungary; what great Charge 
they were at, to ſeparate the Power of the Duke 
of Bavaria, and of the Duke of Hanover, from 
the common Intereſt of the Empire in this 
War; and how they have divers Times en- 
danger'd all Chriſtendom by confederating with 
the Grand Signior, to diſturb both Hungary and 
Poland, for which Cauſe (as my Lord Herbert 
writes in his Hiſtory) the Pope had like to have 
9 8 17 Siven 


our Henry the VIII. before he had been dubb'd 
by his Ho 


to render themſelves in its Opinion the common 
Enemies of its Peace, and a publick Peft among 


whenever they come, they either find combuſtible 
Being at a mighty Charge to find a Supply for the 


having enough to do to quench Fires at Home, 


of their i e een 17 5 
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given away the Title Moſt Chriſtian from their 
French King Francis the I. and beſtow it upon 


ineſs with that of Defenſor Fidei, and 
what. Artifices have been us'd by them to 
ſettle and encreaſe perpetual Faction among 
the Poliſh Nobility, whereby other great Oppor- 
tunities have, ſeveral Times, been Siren to the 
Turk to fall upon them. 

In a Word, their common 'Praftive hath een 
to give the World all manner of Diſturbance, and 


the States and -Princes in every Country. For, 


Matter, or elſe make it, and then ſet Fite to it: 


various Creatures of Eaction in all Places. Thus 
Divide & Impera is their ſtanding Policy, and by 
this Means they conquer more by Artifice, than by 
Arms; for they inflame Countries, as well as burn 
them (as is notorious in the Caſe of Alſatia) that 


they might have neither Leiſure, nor Power to hin- 
der French Projects abroad. Queſtionleſs then, 
fince we in Eng/and have feen our Neighbours 
Houſes fir'd one after another, tis high timexo 
look to our own, and ſecure our ſelves and all 
Europe from ſuch Boutefeus, and GY 1 Effects 
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Shewing that, as the euch bad 
dealt Fallly with us, and all 
other Princes in the Point of 


Peace, there was no Security 10 
be had for any one Prey, bur * 
4 joint War. : 


TIS Majeſty of Eagle. hon ict 
his Patt, preſerv'd a fair Regard: and 
Amity towards France, and having paſs d by 
the many Indignities and Injuries done to himſelf 
and his Nation, in Hopes that his Patience might, 
by fair Means, have prevail'd with the — 
King at lengceh to do fuſtice to us, and the reſt 
of the Neighbouring Powers, and in hopes that 
he might perſuade bim to have 8 a fur- 
ther Proſecution of the War in Flanders, that 
thereby we might have ſeen ſome good Fruit 
of his Majeſty's friendly Interpoſition, in Order 
to the Procurement of a ſpeedy Pacification'; of- 
fer'd his Mediation betwixt France and the Con- 
federators, which they ſ eem'd 2 to accept. 
But we ſoon perceiv v'd the Iflue was entirely 
_ contrary to his good Intentions. The French had 
-made an unexpected ſudden Breach farther upon 
Flanders in the Depth of Winter, and appear'd 
reſolute to carry the whole Country, Oey 
could, before Spring: So that this Surpriſe giving 
a new Alarm to us, and all our Neighbours, 
the World muſt juſtify his Majeſty, that Tu | 
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all amicable Means were us'd in vain, he 
found himſelf, in Prudence, concern'd to take a a 
Courſe by War, to vindicate his own Honour, 
againſt the many Violations and Affronts acted 
by France; and by God's Bleſſing to become 
the happy Inſtrument to recover the Rights of 


oppreſs'd States and Princes, as well as to pre- 
ſerve his own Nation againſt the Dangers threa - 


ten'd at our Doors, and to reſtore to Europe that 
glorious Chriſtian Peace, which could not other- 


- wiſe be obtain'd. 


For Peace was the Subject of Chriſt's laſt. 


Sermon, the great Legacy that he bequeath'd 


to his Followers. What Chriſtians then are 
they, that make it their Intereſt, and Buſineſs 
to deſtroy it en Earth? *Tis the Work of wild 


Beaſts and Monſters to infeſt whole Countries, 


— 0 


and when Men act as ſuch, the very Law of Na- 
ture, as well as of Nations excites, and juſti- 
fies all Mankind to War againſt them. For if 
we look back upon the former part of this Diſ- 
courſe, there we ſhall ſee, who are the Men, 
whom no Treaties nor Obligations cou'd reduce 
to a more Chriſtian State, Their Motto is, Fus 
eft in Armis; no Law but the Law of Arms; 
therefore by Arms alone, the Quatrel was to 
be decided, and that for the following Rea- 


probabile; the higheſt Probability, that if we 


had not help'd to reduce them, and extinguiſh 


War abroad, they wou'd at laſt have brought 

it home to: us, which I prove by Conſideration 

of theſe three Particulars. , _ wy 
_ France's Aphoriſms of State. 

F beir political Creed, and 

Their Neceſſity to continue in War. © 

. Firſt, 
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Firſt, The firſt Aphoriſm is ſuch, as is deſtru- 
ive of Peace in all Places, and diſpoſes them 
to act accordingly ; that is, to enter into all 
| forts of Affairs, by Right or Wrong, and every 
- where became Arbiters, by Violence, or by Cun- 
ning, by Threats, or by friendly Pretences. In all 
the Differences paſt and preſent, they, ſome way 
or other, wind themſelves in to ſide with one 
Party, and thence form to themſelves an Inter- 
reſt: Nor did ever any People ſhew the leaſt 
Diſlike - to the Government they were under, 
and an Inclination to Rebellion, but the French 
fomented it, and made the fa#ious their Allies. 
They never enter'd into any: War to favour any 
Party, but with an Intent to exaſperate it; nor 
into any Peace, but to ſow the Seeds of new 
Diſputes; as paſt Experience hath made evident, 
and the Stories of theſe Truths affords nume- 
rous Examples: But I now want room to in- 
ſert them. So, that if we conſtrain them to 
Peace, it will laſt no longer than they can work 
our Malecontents into Mutiny, and then they 
will violate that Peace, by encouraging them, or 
by ſiding with them, ſecretly, or openly. 
Secondly, A ſecond Apboriſin is, to have, for 
their only Rule, Iutereſt of State; fo that the 
Faith of Treaties, the Good of Religion, or the Ties 
of Blood and Amity, cannot hold them. All that 
the Turks have done in Chriſtendom, ſince the Time 
of Francis I. to our Time, they owe to the Alli- 
ances of France with the Ottoman Court, and to 
the Diverſion which France made in their Favour 
againſt any Chriſtians, who were likely to act 
againſt that common Enemy of our Religion. 
Thirdly, Their third Aphboriſm is, to keep other 
States, as much as they can, divided, and buſy'd 
ar home, or elſe engag d in ſome foreign War, as 
* England, 
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England, Germany, Laly, Denmark, Spain, Po- 
N 2 Holland, and many other Countries, have 
had ſad Experience. What Peace then with 
ſuch a Nation, when ber Witchcrafts are. ſo many ? 
Their fourth is, to keep their younger Brothers, 
of the beſt Families, always in Arms abroad, at the 
Expence of their Neighbours. 5 
All theſe are the Maxim of Comguerars, and 
infallible Evidences of profound Deſigns to en- 
large their Dominions as far as poſſible ; ſo that 
to talk to them of Peace, is to ou againſt their 
Intereſt; that is, to no Pu | 
The other Thing to be — is their * po- 
litical Creed, which I ſhall not give you in my 
own Words, but as it is tranſlated into Engliſh. 
They believe, what others call Violence, is 
but a bare Precaution, and a Purſuit of one 
© of their infallible Rules of Art, viz. That 
Conquerors ought to provide for the future, 
© by deſtroying whatever may hurt them, and 
© that they ought to have no Law. but the 
© Sword, the Appetite of Governing, and the 
Glory to be had by aggrandizing themſelves 
< at the Coſt of their Neighbours. Pyrrbus alſo 
* believ'd this juſt, and Cæſar, that all Tings 
« were lawful for Dominion. | 
They generally applaud theſe Maxims, and 
hold, that nothing is forbidden them, which 
may diſturb their Neighbours, and ſow' Diviſion 
among them; that they have à ſecret Joy in 
doing Wrong, and whatever Ills may be moſt 
© afflicting, and outrageous; that Pity is a co- 
c wardly Virtue, which overthrows a Crown, 
* whoſe beſt Support is Fear, and Impiety its 
F oundation ; that Arms —_ a Reverence 
N among 


* This was ket in French at Ville Fratche by Joon: n 
Petit, 1677. 
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e. among le and Troops are che admirabſe * 
« Advocates which plead a Cauſe beſt; that the 
« Proclamation of the Cannon i 18 above all other 
«Titles; that Juſtice is a Phantaſm, Reaſon 
2 Chimera, Marriage a Trifle, the Faith of 
Treaties an IIluſion, and Peace but a'Bait; ) 
that their Oahals ought to be full of Myſtery, 
their Conſeben N and their Oaths but 
the Sport of Children, a Fraps to cateh à Cully, 
and a 1 for Fools. They further believe 
and ſay, that Perjury is. juſt, ad that (accord- 
ing to their new Morals) Ill may be done for 
a greater Good; that Sincerity ruins them; 
that Perfidiouſneſs is profitable'; Impoſture of a 
much Benefit; that Infidelity 1 is the Charter of 
à Prince; Faith a fooliſh Maxim; . Keepin 
his Word but a mean Compliance; and 
olence the proper Hinge t 
Our Tears they laugh at; our 8 ighs' they 1 
regard not; they e one Thing, and do 
another; make great Promiſes, but neyer per- 
form any. Their Mouth flatters, while their 
Heart betrays; they have no Friendſhip with- 
out ſome private End. Vengeance! is ſweet to 
them, their Protection heavy; they embrace 
with one Arm, and deſtroy with another. 
France is the Proteus of the Age, and hath a 
thouſand Faces; ſhe enters like a Lamb, trans- 
forms into the Fox, and thence becomes a de-- 
vouring Wolf. T hey never pardon ; are 
ver to be ſurpris ds and Welk Ways 170 paſt 
finding out; They have a':double Face, a 
charming Voice, with 'a ſtudied Behaviour. 
They count nothing a Pleaſure but what rends 
© to. enſtave the People, and lead them to 
9 Bears 5 yy MATE a I 5 the Hatred 
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of the conquer'd,, ſo longs as Rey och but make 


« them fear. 
_ © Elizabeth of Eng land alway 8 afferted wie 4 
c France might be pos d as a 'F riend, but ne- 
ver approv d for a Neighbour; for their Ra- 
piqdiuy and Heat con ſume what they can reach, 
< nor are Frey! able, to ſubſiſt without coveting ä 
And invad ing the s: Goods 2000” 
erritories. 
'* Thirdly, The laſt of the (bros 1 iaths 18 
8 « confider'd i is, that France is under u Ne 710 10 
$ « continue War as long as they can. 
1 Firſt, This appears, by what I have hinted i in 
5 oh ſecond Section, viz. that their King, having 
ht the younget Brothers of his Nobility, 
5 (hich are very numerous) to N 5 
upon War for their Livelihood, and by War 
make their Fortunes; he hath conſtitüuted War 
their Trade. And therefore tis abſurd to imagine, 
he will, by any long Obſervation of Peace, de- 
ſtroy their Employment, and Livelihood: For 
then, what would follow? Why, they muſt even- 
ptey upon himſelf at home; he muſt maintain 
them, or they will mutiny, and turn popular. 
For the common People are always apt to run in- 
to Sedition, in hopes of eaſing themſelves of their 
molt intolerable Burthens ; for whoever among 
the Bourgeois, Tradeſmen, or the Peafants, do 
get either Lands, or Money, their King as oft 
as he pleaſes, demands three Parts in four, and 
ſends Troops of Horſe to collect it. Theſe Things 
I ay, may readily diſpoſe them to cloſe wich 
malecontent Traders in War, who will be ſure 
to follow that Occupation at home, if they have 
it not abroad; and this alone is evident enough 
to ſhew that be muſt needs avoid a Peace, though 
he may ſeem willing to treat about t it, and 8 
ten 
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tend fur cowards i it and perhaps Kebp'i it ule 5 
while, till he can frame 4 greater Ad- i 
vantages by breaking it, which his Intereſt / vo 


ſee) will. compel him to, in order to avoid that 
grand Do meſtick Miſchief afore - mentionꝰd. 


Secondly, Beſides Peace is fo far againſt his In 5 


tereſt, that if he grant it; he cannot have any 


tolerable Pretence to keep uj that vaſt Revenue, 
ürſe of the People, 
to maintain his Wars, which 1 have heard to 
amount Yearly to above Eleven Millions. of Pounds | 
Sterling; beſides his Contributions raigd out of 


which he raiſes out of the 


conquer'd Countries, which' are eſtimated very 
high, by thoſe that underſtand” them; Afl 
which muſt needs be diminiſh'd, if he penn 


Peace. So that *tis a wrong Thought to imagine N 
that the French Miniſters ſhould not fee,” ànd 
avoid theſe Conſequences, which SOUS: leſſen . 


their Profit, as well as their Maſter's. 


Thirdly, But to be brief, by another Nes of 


State, he is neceſſitated not to Pet rmit Peace lo 


becauſe without War he cannot long retain his 
numerous Princes, Mareſchals, Dukes, and chief 
Kauai in a Dependance upon the Crown, tothe 

ugmentation of their Eſtates, or the Satisfaction 
their Pride, Ambition, and 'Avarice, but bz ber i 

15 able to beſtow on them great Military o m- 
mands, Offices, and Governments in the conquer. d I 
and other conquerable Places. By all which ie 
appears what Neceſſity lies upon cheir Minifte#s, 


to adviſe and 4e (as Monſieur Lowvoy, 


of the Chief among them did) that there war a 
Neceſſty for their Continuation of © War: And in! f 


deed no Man, better than Louvoy, underſtood 
the Temper, Inclination, : urn W e of bis 
e 3 * A 
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Now if cheſe Things be ſo, tis Time for us to 


proceed with our other Arguments for War, in 


Behalf: of our ſelves, and our Foreign Neighbours. 

Secondly, Another Reaſon, or . for us, 
and them to engage in that War, is; that as 
the French Miniſters cannot admit of a long Peace, 


ſo this is one evident Token, they never intend- 


ed it; foraſmuch as they ſo order che Matter 


of Peace under 3 at Nimiguen, that the 


Treaty: was render'd hopeleſs.” | 
+ Thirdly, They ha ve hitherto fruſtrated the « ra- 
cious Intent, Overtures, and Endeavours of his 


Mlajeſty of Great Britain, to procure a Peace, by 
| Mchation on the Behalf. of the Confederates, and 
all Europe, which is no leſs than a tacit Decla- 


an for an univerſal Conqueſt. 


+. Fourthly, A fourth Reaſon may be drawn from 
the Ambition of France, which is reſtleſs, and 
boundleſs, never to be ſatisfy'd, more than is 


their Avarice, large enough to fwallow all the 
Continent, while they reſerve theſe Iſles of Great 


Britain and Ireland as the laſt Morſels. 
Fifthly, A ffib Reaſon (had I Time, or Place 
here) might be copiouſly drawn from the great 


Intereſt of France, whoſe Dominions, from che 


Ruins of other Nations are enlarg'd to an im- 


menſe Bulk, beyond all tolerable Allowance. So 


that in Compariſon to them, and their immenſe 


Power, and Greatneſs, the neighbouring ons 


and Princes are become ſo light, that they ar 
but as the ſmall Duſt in the Ballance : And Su 


fore if a Courſe had not been taken, which tended 


to their Diminution, there would have ſoon 


been very little Probability of our being able to 


give him a Counter poiſe. 
That excellent Prince the Duke of Robay 


in his little, but curious Book, ſtating the In 
tereſts 


* 


ne þ NN 1 
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7 the Fixes! Diver. ” 


tereſts off ſeveral Princes; determines: it to be 
the Intereſt of England, to keep ſuch avBal-: 
lance of Power between France and Germany, 
as not to permit either of them to grow ſo 
great, as to be able to oppreſs one another: 
And to hold it ſo even, that if either of 
them exceed, to reduce them immediately to 
an Equality: For this was accounted a prin- 
principal Part of the antient Grandeur of the Eng- 
liſh Nation. King Henry. the Eighth firſt well 
ſettled it, in managing the Differences betwixt 
Charles the V. then both Emperor, and King 
of Spain, and Francis the I. King of France, the 
two grand Competitors of that Age: That ex- 
cellent Princeſs 5 Elizabeth, well improy*'d 
it; and ſo it continu'd till the Time of Cromwell, 
who firſt err'd in this Matter of publict to ſerve 
his own private Intereſt, by exalting France be- 
yond its due Proportion, w which occaſionꝰd the 
Difficulties chat have Ligce laid in che N — 
Reducing "IT : 

By preſervin the Ballanoe of aer town 
Hand, England was always in a Condition when · 
ſoever ſhe pleas d, to diſpence Peace or War to 
every Nation, whereby great Honour redound - 

ed to us throughout the World; nor was there 
any Thing but War could reſtore it, by re- 
n the vaſt. Extent - of the French Great 
neo. 12 * 24 

 Sinthly, A no o Peace then 18 be made, 

to give us any Security of enjoying it long; 

ſo the making of ſuch 4 Tai but * 
tray us to the next Opportunity the French pleaſe 

to take: Beſides, that in ſuch an Interval we 
ſhould, only give them the Opportunity of rein- 

W. — and 5 their i rea- 
ury, 
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ſury, and thereby enable them to proſecute: 
the old Artiſce of Corrupting other Princes 
Miniſters, Officers and 1 aud to alie- 
nate, and ſeparate as many of the Confede- 
rates, as they could, from their holding Coun- 
cils in common for mutual ——ůͤ— and to 
embrace ſuch Terms, as they, under a Pecious 
Shew of Advantages, ſhall think fit to pr 2 
unto them, which, if obtain'd, would utterly ſe- 
e them and bring this Inconveniency upon 
England, to be left! alone, or with but few Af- 
fiſtants to join in the Work of reducing France 
do its legitimate Bounds, and former moderate 
Condition. 
| Seventhly, Another Reaſon might be an from 
the Conſideration! of the great Increaſe: of the 
Naval Power of France, whereby they are em- 
bolden'd to give Difturbance to our Merchant- 
Men in our own: Seas, ſuch an Indignity to 
his Majeſty and Violation of our Rights, as 
ws not to be endur'd ; and which the Kings of 
rhis Iſland have, from all Antiquity, -poſſeſs'd 
as far as the very Shores of France, excluſive of 
any Pretenſtons of Right in any other Nation 
within the Faur Seas: The Evidences whereof were 
collected, and, with Arguments, drawn from all 
Sorts of Learning and Records, digeſted into 
an excellent Book; entitled Mare clauſum, wrote 
by the famous Mr. Selden: Among the Particulars 
* I remember, that the Addition of the 
Port Cullis to the Royal Ba zes of the Crow n 
of England (which is yet to be ſeen upon ma- 


ny of the Royal Houſes, built by our Kings? ; 


was made for this Reaſon 3 even to fignify to 
all the World, that we had a juſt Right and 

TI at Pleaſure, to: ſhut up, and = 

when 


9 münden bond OD 


when we thought. fit, as it were, with a Pore 


Cullis; and, by the ſame Evidences it Is there 


prov'd, chat tlie Title to our Property in the 
Sea is as good as any Title the French King hath 
to any Part of his Dominion by Land. His 
Grandfather wrote divers Letters, with his own. 


Hand, to ly 


Fames (which have been ſeen in 


_ tlie Paper-O er at bite Hall) to ask leave for 
ſome few Veſſels ro fiſh for ſuch Soales as he 
ſhould have Occaſion for at his own Table; 
which was a ſufffcient Acknowledgment where 
the Sovereignty lies by Sea. There have been al- 
ſo in former Times, brisk Meſſengers ſent to 
the French Kings, as ſoon as they had but be- 
gun to lay the Carcaſs of ſome pitiful Ship 
upon the Stocks, requiring them to forbear 
Building: Which ſhews the Preſumption of the 


French in making grand Naval Preparations to 


_ invade our Scas; and how our Honour, as well as 


our Right, calls aloud for a Vindication. 5 
Eigbthiy, There is one more Reaſon to be drawn 

from a Conſideration of the Hazard of Religion. 
1ſt, Concerning the Proteſtant Religion, about 


which I ſhall not uſe any more Words to clear 


this Point, than this ſhort Proverb us'd in France, 
and by chem attributed to their King ; that bis 


Grandfather lov'd the Proteſtants, bis Fatber fear d 


them, and be himſelf bated them , which any one 


that beholds the Ruins of their demoliſh'd 


Churches, and che hard Conditions under which 


they were : oppreſs'd in every Point, within that 8 . 


Kingdom (too large here to 'recite) will eaſily 


believe. 2d, As touching the Roman Catbolick Re- 


ligion, how that i is like to fare may readily be 
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"FM hed Rutilufoe Rat, nullo difrimine babebunt 3 
Be * a Papiſt or a Proteſtant, the > CEN no : 


- Vifference' in their Uſage wherever they come. 
In Teſtimony whereof we need only remember 
how they have dealt in Catalonia, Alſatia, the 


Spaniſh Low Countries, and divers other Raman 
Gatholick Countries, where all Men exclaim 
againſt the Dominion of France. gd, Where- 
as it was an old 8 inſtill'd into the 


Minds of the Romans by their Father  Confeſ-. 
ſert, that they ought 722 adhere to Spain and 
the Houſe of Auſtria, rather than to pro- 

mote the French Empire; (becauſe Spain, being „ 
then much the greater Kingdom, and eſteem'd 
the dearer Son of the Church, by reaſon of its 
greater Zeal, and more ſtrict and entire adhe - 


rence to the Romiſb Faith, and through the Di- 
ligence of the Inquiſition, kept without any mix- 
ture of that, Which they call Hereſy, and there 


fore more likely to continue firm to the Roman 


See) but now of lack Ages, the State of the Em- 
pire being alter d, Spain brought much lower, 
and not able to give ſuch Protection and De- 


fence, as formerly, to the Roman Cauſe in theſe: 
Parts of the World; the Pope and his Prieſts 
and Feſuits are ſo far alter'd too, that, having 


ſince ſeen the French. go on like Conquerors, 


they have quitted the former Reaſons on Spain's: 


Side, and, likethe Men of the World, are turn'd 
Cour tiers of Fortune, crying up France altogether 
tho' if they plea ſe to remember how France, 
upon a petty Ge in Rome, betwixt ſome of the 
Pope's Joeldlers and the Duke of Crequi's Servants, 


5 mo Ambaſſador there, treated the Pope himſelf 
wich ſuch unheard of Inſolence, that, for meer 


Fear, he was conſtrain'd to abandon divers of his 
F 


Friends and Kindred, and to the pf wg Diſ- 


Trace of the holy Chair, of their Religion, and 
Si ador*dFather of Chriſtians (as they would ſeem 
torepute him) they made him cry like a Child, and 
caus'd a Pillar to be erected in Rome, with an In- 
ſcription engraven upon it, ſignifying the preten- 
ded Affront given to France; which Pillar conti- 
nued ſome Years ſtanding, until the Tears of his 
Holineſs prevail'd for the Demoliſhing of it; if 
they were to remember this, I ſay, they wou'd be 
of a different Sentiment. The Roman Prieſts howe- 
ver do venture to magnify France as much, as 
they did Sg before, not conſidering how their 
Intereſt of "Religion declines there, by the mar- 
vellous Increaſe of the Proteſtants and Fanſeniſts, 
and by the Indifferency of Zeal in moſt of the 
French Papiſts. For were it not Reaſon of State, 
that holds it up there among the Great Ones for 
the preſent, no Man knows how ſoon it might 
be relinquiſh'd; if a little Time ſhould happen 
to alter that Reaſon of State, or if their Miniſters 
ſhould think they have as good Reaſon to in- 
vade. Italy, as other Places; and, after Conqueſt 
of the ſmaller Princes there, ſeize Saint Peter's 
Patrimony for an Addition to the French King's 
Revenue, and then make the Pope content to 
become his Chaplain, and to be glad of a Pen- 
ſion, as the Mufti is at Conſtautinople: Who 
knows then how far Reaſon of State thay alter 
it ſelf, and make further Innovations? But let 
the Popiſo Party look to that; they may hope 
the beſt, if they pleaſe 3 but we and all the reſt, 
of the Proteſtant Party in Germany and other 
Parts, muſt be ſure to go to wreck, as faſt as 
they can reach us, and then deal with us, as they 
do with their own, in the Concerns of Religion, 

as well as other Things. 
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| Ours would be ſure to go down: And che 
Peg cannot be ſure their Religion ſhall not 
receive Alterations, eſpecially. in ſecular Ad- 
vantages of Wealth and Power; ſeeing even in 
France the King hath already converted to his 
own Uſe a great part of the monaſtick Reve- 
nues ; ſo that it almoſt equally concern'd both 
Papiſt and Proteſtant, in Reference to Religion, 
to venture their ſeveral Powers and Intereſts in 
one common Bottom, and to hinder in others 


this obſtinate Purſuit of the Project of an 


univerſal Monarchy. 

Nintbiy, The laſt Argument chat might be 
brought, may be the univerſal Inclination of our 
People at that Time towards a War, and the 
like Inclinations, if not Neceſſity, that appears 
Never was 
there a more marvellous Conſent of Mankind 
about any one Buſineſs; therefore there moo 
not more Words to . it on. 
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_ Section IV. 
An Account of Such 07% ections 
and Impediments, as N Male 


contents might be caſt 


way, in caſe his Majeſty had 
ſeen u 70 make a War. 


HAT there are Diſcontents among 5 
is a Thing not to be deny'd ; and the Au- 
thors of them are ſufficiently 4 They are 
a ſort of ominous Birds, always hovering about 
City and Suburbs, ſuming to miſrepreſent, 
argue, and 3 great Affairs of State; 
and ſuch is the licentious Liberty they take to 
themſelves, that they cenſure, arreign, and con- 
demn what and whom they pleaſe. Againſt the 
Sitting of Parliament, they always gather and 
appear in whole Flights and Flocks, breeding 
falſe News; and boding Miſchief whereſoever 
they come. . They ſometimes haunt the Houſes of 
Ambaſſadors, and other foreign Miniſters, if 
they can get any Intimacy with their Servants, | 
with whom they give and take Supplies towards 
- a Stock of Intelligence; the one to furniſh the 
foreign Poſt, the other the Coffee Houſes : Thence 
they iſſue again, and betake themſelves to their 
Cabals, in order to furniſh them with all kind 
of fictitious News, and to ſettle Correſpondencies 
both Eaſt and Weſt : And to that End, receive 
Commiſſion to become Emiſſaries betwixt ſome 
L. 2 par- 
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particular Wiſeacres. If the Parliament chance 
at any Time to be prorogu'd or adjourn'd, that 
Seaſon proves to this ſort of News-mongers like 
a nipping Froſt to Flies, and they are even ready 
to die away like fainting Graſi-boppers. There's 


nothing revives them, in the Interval, like ſome 
unlucky Miſchief befallen the Court. Tis Miſ- 


chief they gape for, and yet are but Fools at 


doing it, and therefore UNA to be better in- 
ſtructed. 


IJ would object that it was too late to enter 
upon a War, becauſe it ſnou'd have been done Be- 
fore the French King cou'd have made his Impreſ- 
ſion into the Syaniſb Low Countries, and before 


£ 


the Confederates were brought ſo low. 


| Beſides, I would not, with patience, ſuffer 
any one to ſay, that it was not too late; or 


that, had his Majeſty. conſented to it ſooner, there 


f 


are ſufficient Reaſons to be given why it might 
have turn'd very much to the Mepudice of his 
Affairs; as for Inſtance, 

Firſt, Had his Majeſty declar'd. an immediate 
Conſent to it, it had been all one as to have de- 
clar'd a War; for, the French are not ſo flow 
witted as not to apprehend it ſo, nor ſo remiſs 
as not to deal with us accordingly. What cou'd 
we have expected, but that our Merchants Ships, 
which at that Time were in great Numbers tra- 
ding within the Dominions of France with all 
their Effects, wou'd have been immediately ſeiz'd? 
whereby his Majeſty, beſides the Loſſes of our 
Merchants, muſt have loſt a great Sum of Mo- 
ney, accruing here to his Cuſtoms by the Import 

of thoſe Goods and Commodities. 170 
Secondly, His Majeſty very well underſtood 


What an important point tis to conſent to a War, 


which 


| 


| of the FRENCH CoURT. 77 


(which is all one in Effect as to proclaim a War) 
before competent preparation made for it by 
Money, Ammunition, Men, Ships, and all other 
Neceſſaries for War, cou'd be ready but it in 
Execution. 

Thirdly, The French King ctright then (for ought 
chat can be ſaid to the contrary) have been there- 
. by. ſo exaſperated, as to lay aſide a while his 


2 


Affairs in Hlanders; and, being ready. ſurniſh'd 
With all the Neceſſaries chat we wanted, imme- 
diately have reſolv'd to fall upon us by an Inva- 
ſion ;* and what (I pray) could have hinder'd at 
that Time ſuch a Surpriſe of us. 
Faurthiy, It had been a nge AJventite 
for his Majeſty to have been ſo forward in enga- 
ging himſelf by Promiſe to enter into the War, 
before it was known what the Confederates wou'd 
do to encourage us to their Aſſiſtance, for the 
Diſtreſs lay upon them more than upon us; and 
25 that Reaſon there ought to have been no De- 


* their parts, but a quick Execution of 


t was reaſonable to be done in order to en- 
845 ge us in their Confederacy. 
_ Fifthly, Since the French 8 pretended 
to accept of his Majeſty? Mediation in order 
to a reaſonable. Peace, it was queſtionleſs very 
convenient we ſhou'd ſtop a while to ſee what 
wau'd be the Iſſue of his pretence, that in caſe 
_ He ſhould play foul, and deceive us, we might 
have the Juſter and fairer Cauſe to go to War 
with him. 
28 Sixtbly, If there hed not Han any of theſe 
| Reaſons for. delaying, yet the happy Alliance 
with the Prince of Orange, which was ſoon after 
- accom pliſh'd, being za very good expedient to 
r 1e Way for further Confederacies, is what 


** — may 


r — 2 


— * —_ vo " 6 ” — — 2 2 . 
6 T 72 4 < _ 2 —— : * a as. Ox L 4 s + 3 * i, i - . FS 5 a o * ＋ > _ -f 
_ FOES KK} t WER EE 2 — — 1% 'v of be * Fa 7 l * 


K ůͤ IS rcp det 


= : 4 . =. 
* , bo . * - * 4 A 
— — N 
——— — 


is. 
71 
a 34 
| & 
| 
* 
* N 
— 
x 
4, 
F 2 5 
& 
. 
* 
ue. 
* 
© : 
8 


(1 

? 

. 
3 
4 


78 Remarks on the Proceedings. 


may abundantly ſerve to ballance any pretended 


Inconveniency, that our Caution might bring 


But to proceed. If notwithſtanding theſe Rea- 
ſons, any one of theſe Men of Intelligence ſhou'd 


yet miſchievouſly object, that Delay was the Ruin 


of Flanders, and made a Recovery of it in a 
Manner impoſſible z let ſuch conſider,” that the 


. Spaniard, by his not cloſing with us in our friend- 


ly Inclination, ſeems to be of a different Opini- 
on, and that Flanders was not ſo near Ruin; 
fince he himſelf made a further Delay, by not 

coming up to our reaſonable Demands at that 


. Time, when he ſo much pretended it, and all 
Men expected he wou'd accordingly have done 
it out of hand. 3˙ͤ . REED 4 

Beſides let thoſe News and Miſchief-mongers re- 


member, - it was not long after they themſelves 


. Cin one of their ſeditious Clubs) were of Opinion, 


that the Confederates, if we were join'd with 
them, would be able-to work Miracles in Flan- 


ders againſt the French: But it ſeems that the 


Loſs of St. Gbiſſain, or of a Town or two more, 


had depriv'd us and the Flemings of all Power to 


do what was fit to ſerve the Country. 
It hath been told me, that the like Diſcourſe at 


that Time being bandy'd about ata certain Cabal 
of News-mongers, one that fat in the Coffee-room 
Rept to them, and ſaid honeſtly, That he won- 
der'd there ſhould ha 


ppen among ſome Men ſuch 
a ſudden Change of Opinion, and that it muſt 
needs give a Suſpicion there is ſome inviſible 
Springs that move them, ſome ſecret Intrigue 
and Keſerve in the Heart, when the Tongue 


goes at ſo glib a Rate; and that they were a Sort 
of People tutor d to argue pro and con by Turns, 
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« as their own Occaſions alter; that they were re- 
« ſoly'd to diſlike whatſoever the King may judge 
jn Reaſon fit to do in his publick Affairs; and 
that they put on the Approbations and Diſap- 
provements of a War, accordingly as they are 
© inflaenc'd, and as the Word is given out by their 
© envious malecontented Leaders, and as it may 
« ſerve to pleaſe, and render themſelves gra- 
cious in their Eyes to whom they are Re- 
< tainers ; I do remember (ſaid he) what Joy, and 
© Bonfires the People had, as ſoon as the Marriage 


 - ©. of the Prince of Orange was declar'd ; and not 


many Days after, theſe Men of uneaſy and diſ- 
'< contented Spirits rais*d innumerable Scandals a- 
bout it. How far the French have had an Influence 
* on ſuch petulent Talkers, I cannot fay ; but other 
Men more honeſt ſpeak broad enough about it. 
Which having been thus roundly utter'd the 
Gentleman paid for his Coffee, and went his Way, 
leaving them all in an Amaze to gueſs who this 
fs Rene ew pie bo. 
No ſooner was this Gentleman gone, but ano- 
ther, who overheard the Diſcourſe, drew near 
to them (for all are free at a Coffee-houſe) and 
ſitting down ſaid, Gentlemen, pardon me if 
I tell you, I was here Yother Day, and heard 
ſome others of you diſcourſing about Money 
to carry on the War and methought it was 
much any among you ſhould think it reaſo- 
nable, and highly neceſſary to have War, and 
others yet be of Opinion, that the Point of 
Money ſhou'd be encumber'd with Delays or 
Diſputes about it. What wou' d this be, wou'd 
it not render us ridiculous to the French, and 
make them ſcorn us! wou'd it not diſhearten 
the Confederates, and make them jealous, that 
* whatſoever: Reſolutions we take to give them 
5 „ Hope 
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Hope of Aſſiſtance, yet as ſoon as they are N 
taken, t they will, by one Accident or other, be 
made impracticable? In Time of Neceſſity, 
when Hannibal was at the Gates, or any other 
Enemy nigh coming, the Romans ever inſtitu- 
ted a Temforary Officer, whom they call'd Di- 


ater, and to him the Senate and People gave, 
during the publick Danger (but not longer) as 
fulla Power, as the King of France now enjÞys,' 


to do and take whatſoever he ſhould judge ne- 
ceſſary to ſecure the publick State of the Na- 


tion; by. which Policy they avoided all 'Diſ- 


putes and Debates about the Concerns of the 
War, and ſo they generally came off with 
Succeſs. Be it far from me to urge at this 
time, that we ſhould on this Occaſion of ours 
1mitate them, but methinks we ſhould ſo far 
learn 'of them, as to do all we can to avoid 
and lay aſide Diſputings; eſpecially about the 
very Life and Sinews of a War, a conſtant 
Supply of Money, and other Neceſſaries; and 
to come as near the Roman Policy as the pub- 
lick Conſtitution, Conveniences, and State of 
our Government can poſſibly permit. Af we 
mean to obtain the like happy Succeſs, a Truſt 
-muſt be lodg'd ſome where; *tis the beſt 
and ſafeſt Way therefore to place it where, 
and in what manner. the Law hath plac'd 


it. The Law obliges the People, as well as 


the King; it obliges the King to make War, 


where and when he ſhall bejudge it needful: 


And on the other Hand, it obliges the Peo⸗ 


ple, readily and cheertully to give him neceſ- 
ſary Supplies; otherwiſe this Abſurdity would 
be imply'd in our Law, that it would oblige 


the King, and leave the People looſe in this 
Matter; z which can by no Means be uren. + 
be- 
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- becabiſs it would oblige him to an Impo®hi-. 
© lity, it being irhpoMſible for him to do his 
« Part, unleſs they on their Part ſhall ſufficient- 
« Iy ſapply him; which tis not to be imagin'd 
+ the People can be ſo mad as to decline, be- 
© cauſe *ris for the common Safety, that Supreme 
Law (which is a farther Tye upon them) and 
if they obſerve not that, it is in Effect a fru- 
ſtrating both of Law and Government it ſelf; 
and, at chis Time, an unnatural 3 
of ourſelves, and a giving up of that moſt 
noble Cauſe, wherein all 21055 is ſo l 
concern'd. I thought, Gentlemen, to have ſpo- 
ken no more at this time; but (craving your 
N me tell you, I over-hear 
what ſome of your Company ſaid ; and 
reffecting upon State Particulars paſt, the 
reviving . whereof would better become the 
Mouth of a common Enemy, than a true 
Engliſpman, being Matters altogether foreign 
to the Buſineſs of War, which is now the 
unum neceſſarium ; and "till. all fit Reſolu- 
tions upon that be taken, why ſhould any 
Matters inferior, that may cauſe Diſcon- 
tent or Diviſion of Minds, be diſcours'd 
* among you? I will not ſo much as name 
them, to give you Cauſe to over-heat your- 
ſelves to anſwer me; I reſolve to bury them, 
and all that you then faid about them: For 
Jam no Spy upon you; I am a Gentleman, 
and . if any other Perſon, that is an Informer 
may have taken notice of what you ſaid, and 
ſhould chance to call me to Witneſs any Thin 
againſt you, know I have a Gentleman's Ne- 
 mory, very apt to forget all upon ſuch an Oc- 
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This Diſcourſe (as I have been. told) ſur- 
pris'd them more than What was ſaid by the 
other Gentleman, inſomuch that the Company 

ſtar'd on him with Silence, being moſt of them 

(1 ſuppoſe) of Opinion, that what he ſaid was 
| Reaſon. But as there is in all Companies ſome, 
whom no Reaſon can fatisfy, ſo there were (it 
ſeems) among them ſome few Emiſſaries, and 
Miſchief-mongers belonging to their Cabals, who 
began to grumble, but preſently broke up, and 
went to the ſeveral Places of Caballing, and com- 
municated the Matter there to their . 3 
among whom there happening to be a falſe Bro- 
ther, or two, and by that Means I got the Story. 
Noto for a Concluſion: Let me remind the 

deader, that though our Chronicles tell us, 
that Edward the III. conquer'd France, and his 
Son Edward, call'd the Black Prince, brought 
their King Priſoner into England; and though 
Henry the V. made a ſecond and more compleat 
Conqueſt of them, being crown'd King at Pa- 
ris; and his Son Henry the VI. alſo crown'd. 
there and reign'd over them many Years: Yet 
the Caſe is alter'd. "France is quite another 
thing ; it 1s now one compact Body 3 it, in thoſe 
Days, was ſhar'd by divers Sovereign Princes, 
which made the French King but little in Com- 
pariſon of what he is in theſe Days; being be- 
come exceedingly more potent and more diff- 
cult to ſubdue, by reaſon of his preſent _ 
riority to all thoſe Sovereignties. | 

But to ballance theſe Advant ages of his, we 
ought to conſider, that England is likewiſe now 
(through God's ' good Providence ) become 
much more powerful than it was then; for 
though we had Ireland, yet it was but a miſe- 


fable half-planted Country, e rebellious 
againſt 
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againſt us; ſo that it was an extraordinary Charge, 
and a Clog rather than a Help to us: But now w] e 
have it improy'd to the Height, and the Iriſb in as 
good Order and Diſcipline as our Engliſh. Like-. 
wiſe the Acceſſion of the Kingdom ot Scotland, 


* 


a numerous and warlike People, which then was 
alſo another great Clog upon us, is now united 
with us. To theſe Conſiderations we may add, 
that by Acceſſion of the Confederates (if they 
pleaſe to be plain with us) we were, I think, a 
counterpriſe enough to anſwer. all the French Ad- 
vantages, and no Man thatknows what England 
is at Sea, and what an Engliſh. Seaman is, will 
doubt, eſpecially. if Holland Join with us, we were 
2 March ſufficient for ther King and that we 
over-match him in this, that, we, bad a better. 
Cauſe; and therefore (God pardoning our Ini- 
quities in other. Matters) have a better Hope of 
; Diving Benedictio . 17 


Which being well wei 


or 03. iin 36 vol” 
weigh di we may very apt. | 
ly invert the gld-Saying of Cicers, Jiſtiſinum 
 bellum iniquifſm; puci antifero, which being a 
little Paraphig n Engliſh, I, upon the whole 
Matter, conclude, That a juſt War is to be pre- 
ferr d before an unjuſt Peace, which is dangerous to 
us, and all the reſt of the united Powers. 

As for the Treaty of Utrecht, how well the 
French have obſerv'd that, I ſhall refer my Rea- 
der to the Craft/man of November 1 5th, and the. 
Daily Poſt Boy of ' November z iſt, 1729. which 
have both made_large Diſcants upon it; there 
has likewiſe been ſince that time communicated | 
to the Publick,-by other Writers, ſeveral more 
Quotations, which were writen ſome Years ago, 
by that great and worthy Author Sir Richard 
Steele, wherein he has repreſented the French 
Faith, eſpecially relating to Dunkirk, which 1 
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1 ocuring à laſting Peace) that they have ned N 
S | and Faithbully with us ih, Treaties lately 


concluded, than their Predechiltrs in former Rei mig 
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. 0 that, after all the Patience the King of Enppnnd 
ö | has had: and the great Care and Pains he Has 


| taken, r together with the Advice and Refolyz © j 
ns of his wife and able Miniſters, that his Sub- 
| 5 e them ; 3 "the Refult no 
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